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Blue Book Series... 


Educational, entertaining books for individual 
and group use. Stiff paper covers, 128 to 144 
pages. Answers and Bible references in back of 
each book. 


KNOW YOUR BIBLE—Amos R. Wells 


1,500 questions on great events and characters and 21 
topical quizzes on all parts of the Bible. 


OUR BIBLE—WHAT?’S IN IT?—Arthur W. Kelly 


A concise synopsis of each book of the Bible with 
guiding questions to emphasize important passages. 


GO TILL YOU GUESS—Amos R. Wells 


It follows the plan of the game, “Throwing Light” to 
fix Bible facts in the mind. Four hundred sections— 
1,000 references. 


THE SOUL OF THE BIBLE—Amos R. Wells 


Brings together the greatest and best known “sayings” 
of the Bible. 


BIBLE QUIZZES FOR EVERYBODY—F. Hall 
A wide variety of Bible questions for all ages. 
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... Blble Quiz Series 


Compiled by Mildred Olive Honors 


THE RAINBOW BOOK OF BIBLE PUZZLES 


Contains pictures to draw and color, true and false 
tests, alphabets, Bible bees, mysterious messages, 
fill-in stories. 


BIBLE CLUES 
Utilizes radio quiz method of identifying Bible per- 
sonalities, facts, treasures, etc. A section, also, of 
New Puzzlers helpful in increasing knowledge of 
the Bible. 

BIBLE QUIZZES 


Contains 1,000 Bible Games, Questions and Puzzles 
complete with answers. Arranged under interesting 
classifications. 


MORE BIBLE QUIZZES 


Supplementary to the book listed above. 
entertaining. 


BIBLE QUOTATIONS 


Hundreds of unfinished Biblical quotations, sayings 
of Jesus, familiar verses, with answers and refer- 
ences. Good memory tester. 
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Sure, it’s the flag of the United States of America, and we are proud of it. But it is more! 
To multitudes it has become Freedom’s Flag, because when the Stars and Stripes came to 
their land it brought them liberation from the tyrannous oppression of a bitter foe. And these 
people know that the Stars and Stripes have not come to their land to stay, but freedom 


has, if they will henceforth guard it against all encroachments from within and without 


Do we not share the pride of Professor George Weida Spohn, of St. Olaf College? He 
writes : 


| AM PROUD 


To belong to the western world, 


To live on a soil that has never felt the crunch of the oppressor’s boot, 
To breathe the air never polluted by the breath of a tyrant, 

To be free, as the winds are free, 

To become more like God in my ways of choosing, 


Tc have as my home a land which now stands embattled in defense of the 
freedom which grants me this freedom, 


To join my heart and my hands with the hearts and hands of the brotherhood 
of liberty encircling the earth, 


To spend what is left of my years in strengthening, confirming, maintaining 
that brotherhood, 


To die, if so it is fated, a free man, but never to live as a slave.” 


O God, the Father in Heaven, grant Thy mighty aid to the efforts of men to establish peace 
among the nations of the world. Give strength of purpose to those who lead; enlighten those 
who sit in council; and so transform the hearts of men everywhere by Thy gracious Gospel, 
that they may exalt peace above war, service above gain, and righteousness above glory; through 


Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Cover photo: Members of the Color Guard at the V-12 Naval Training Unit, 
Newberry College, Newberry, S. C., pass in review 
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A Thoughtful Moment in Early Friendship Days 
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Making The Choice of a Life-Mate 


“I can’t imagine what Jack sees in 
Mary. She’s not his type at all.” 

“For the life of me, I don’t under- 
stand why Lois insists on marrying 
Bob. They have so little in common.” 

“There’s no use in trying to persuade 
Janet not to marry Dick. All the 
threats in the world make no difference 
to her. Guess we'll just have to put 
up with him.” 

These and similar expressions of dis- 
approval have been raised time and 
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By CHARLES P. CRESSMAN, S.T.M. 


time again. Sometimes the parents dis- 
approve. At other times close friends 
Pass judgment upon a young person’s 
choice of a life-mate. He soon learns 
that many more people are interested 
in, and even involved in, such a choice 
than at first he dreamed. There are 
times when a young person must make 
the choice in spite of such objections, 
and even the tentative selection of a 
life-mate may cause considerable strain 
and tension in a family whose relation- 
ships were otherwise harmonious. 


Expressions of disapproval are en- 
countered by many young people. 
Sometimes such expressions come 
early in the days of friendship and 
dates. Parents will often pass judg- 
ment upon Mary’s boy-friend or Bill’s 
girl-friend. In other instances parents 
will not interfere as long as they think 
that Mary and Bill are not getting 
serious, but the moment it looks “too 
serious” the parents will then make 
their wishes known. In some extreme 
cases, parents and children are sepa- 
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rated for life because of what the par- 
ents considered a poor choice for a life- 
mate. It is a known fact that some 
young people have been told by their 
parents that if they married such-and- 
such a person, the door to home would 
be forever closed to them. 


Making the choice of a life-mate is 
a matter which concerns primarily the 
two people involved, but neither can 
utterly disregard the attitudes, opinions, 
wishes and desires of his or her par- 
ents and family and even of friends. 
Two young married people need the 
interest and friendship of both their 
families and their friends. 


Reasons for Objections of 
Parents and Friends 
Without trying to justify such inter- 
ference, or even admitting that parents 
and friends have a right to object, it 
is well to consider some of the reasons. 


The objections of parents are some- 
times selfish. In some rare instances 
parents will find fault with any selec- 
tion a young person may make for a 
life-mate. Such selfish objections could 
be based on several factors. One of 
these factors is an identification of one 
Or Other parent with the son or 
daughter to a degree to which a mother 
demands the entire love of a son, or 
the father demands the affection of a 
daughter. Some parents ,have misdi- 
rected the love which should be shown 
to each other to a son or daughter. In- 
stances have been known where a 
mother neglects the husband and lav- 
ishes all her love upon a son, or where 
a father directs his affection to the 
daughter instead of to his wife. This 
means that if the son or daughter falls 
in love with another person, it is a 
challenge to the status of the parent of 
the opposite sex. 


In other instances parents remind 
the son or daughter of the sacrifices 
they made in order to provide and care 
for him or her as a child. They feel 
that they have worked hard and sacri- 
ficed long in order for son or daughter 
to achieve what they themselves were 
denied, so the noble thing for that son 
or daughter to do is to devote the rest 
of his or her life to them. Such selfish- 
ness is utterly unjustifiable. Every par- 
ent must freely recognize and cheer- 
fully accept the sacrifices and struggles 
required of a parent. If sacrifice is 
required in the raising of a family, it 
must be done without regret and with 
no desire to demand the life of the son 
or daughter in return. Some parents 
have not yet outgrown the period when 
children were brought into this world 
to provide labor for farm or factory so 
that they might in turn have a secure 
economic life in their later years. Some 
parents still object to a son or daughter 
getting married, because it means that 
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a source of income will be taken away 
from the family. 

In all fairness, it must be said that 
most parents do not object because of 
these two factors. Another which in- 
fluences many parents and which leads 
them to object is that they think so 
highly of their own offspring that they 
do not believe the person chosen is 
good enough for their son or daughter. 
They want their children to marry 
well, to find happiness and joy, to make 
a success of marriage. Sometimes they 
want it to such an extent that they 
forget that in all probability their own 
marriage also had limitations as well 
as favorable aspects. 


The thinking young person will have 
to admit that his parents have had 
many more years of experience than 
he or she has had plus the added ad- 
vantage of knowing what is required 
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of each other in married life. A girl 
will have to admit that her parents can 
look at her prospective life-mate in a 
more objective manner than she can. 
At times a person in love sees every- 
thing through rose-colored glasses, The 
joy of romance and the thrill of ad- 
venture experienced at such a time 
blind him or her to certain serious per- 
sonality defects in the beloved which 
other persons can clearly see. This will 
be admitted by the young person who 
no longer loves a person he or she 
thought he loved five or six years ago. 
Today he has found a deeper love and 
has come to a clearer recognition of 
the undesirable qualities in the former 
loved one. 


This is why one’s friends sometimes 
object to the choice a young person 
wants to make. At times a friend will 
be able to see certain personality traits 
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A High Moment as Pledged Lovers for Life 
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that are highly undesirable. At times 
one’s friends, are able to evaluate cer- 
tain traits which a lover overlooks. It 
is inevitable that close friends 
should raise objections when they think 
one of their group is “being taken for 
a ride.” This objectivity is an import- 
ant factor in the choice of a life-mate. 
However, it must be admitted that the 
choice of a life-mate is a personal and 
subjective matter. No one else has the 
right to make the final choice. That 
must be made by the two persons most 
intimately concerned. 


The Choice Must Be Made by 
the Couple Themselves 


That much is certain. The final 
choice of a life-mate is a right, a privi- 
lege and a responsibility which each 
youth must claim and exercise for him- 
self or herself. Others may suggest, 
recommend, make hints, or even make 
threats, but the choice will still be 
made by the lovers themselves. No one 
else—family or friend—dare claim the 
privilege of making the final decision. 
This means that certain fundamental 
considerations must be weighed by 
each couple. There must be time for 
objective considerations as well as a 
place for the subjective element. Nei- 
ther can be ruled out of the picture if 
the choice of a life-mate is to be a 
happy and well selected decision. 
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The Maturity of Friendship Days 
Is Needed 


Friendship days bring with them a 
maturity which makes the choice of a 
life-mate a less difficult matter. One 
comes to know many different kinds of 
people. He or she comes to recognize 
fundamental differences in personali- 
ties. They learn to understand the true 
meaning of companionship. Through 
friendship days a person comes to 
recognize those qualities that ennoble 
and enrich married life. 


Companionship Is a Fundamental 
Factor 


In the choice of a life-mate the pos- 
sibility of continuing companionship is 
very important. Each must consider 
the probable degree to which they can 
live together and get alone well with 
each other. The degree to which two 
people get along with each other is 
based on mutual interests and similar 
cultural background and religious at- 
titudes. 


Personality is both the product of 
and the reflection of one’s interests. If 
a mate does not have the same inter- 
ests, it is inevitable that his personali- 
ty will differ greatly from that of his 
wife. Each will go his or her own 
way. There will be little sharing of in- 
terests; this means that companion- 
ship will be denied them. This is true 
of cultural and religious interests as 
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well as vocational and educational in- 
terests. 

That does not mean that one mate 
must be the carbon copy of the other. 
It does not mean that at times a man 
will be interested in something in 
which his wife does not share. There 
are times when interest in one’s life- 
work will be shared little by the wife. 
There are times when interest in sports 
will be of no interest to one or other. 
However, this dare not happen too 
often. A person’s life-mate must be 
deeply interested in a majority of the 
things he is interested in and enjoys. 
Life must be lived on a mutual basis. 
Experiences must be shared—even re- 
ligious experiences. Herein lies the 
danger of mixed marriages. 


Circumstances Must Be Considered 


Abnormal times—such as depression 
and war—have a tendency to create an 
abnormal desire for marriage. At such 
times the demand for response, the de- 
sire to be cared-for, the craving for 
affection and the need of security— 
emotional and economic—are more in- 
tense. At times, when economic values 
are low and human life is cheap, there 
is a corresponding increase in the love 
urge. It somehow counterbalances the 
sordidness of life. It somehow seeks 
satisfaction in spite of the odds against 
marriage and family life. 


In time of economic depression mar- 
riage provides some compensation in 
the fact that someone loves and cares 
for a person. It provides a stimulus 
for living and working and makes one 
willing to sacrifice. In a period of war 
the love urge is even stronger. It pro- 
vides some sense of security in a world 
full of insecurity. It holds out to those 
in the service some love and affection 
in a world full of hate and destruction. 
It gives the men something to fight 
for, something to come home to, some- 
thing to plan for and anticipate. We 


his desires and urges in order to be 
certain that he is not rushing blindly 
into marriage with one who will prove 
a poor choice for a life-mate. The need 
for proceeding with great caution 1s 
even more important in abnormal 
times. 


In normal times there are other cir- 
cumstances to be considered. There is 
the need to consider one’s ability to 
earn a livelihood, the adequacy of his 
vocational or professional training; the 
maturity of the other person and his 
or her willingness to accept the re- 
sponsibilities of married life. Then, 
too, the physical and mental health of 
the two persons concerned is import- 
ant. Both must consider frankly the 
desirable and undesirable traits in the 
other, accept the life-mate for the kind 
of person he or she really is and not 
imagine that marriage will make them 
any different, than they now are. 


The Wisdom of Others Must 
Be Regarded 


The viewpoint and wisdom of other 
persons must be considered. Once 
again, it must be stated, the final choice 
of a life-mate must be made by the 
young people themselves. No one else 
can do it for them. However, most 
young people are concerned as to what 
other people think of his or her “in- 
tended.”’ 


“Well, Dad, what do you think of 
Mary?” is a question many a young 
man has asked his father. In turn, 
Mary may be bristling with anticipa- 
tion as she awaits the first word her 
parents have to offer concerning Bill. 


One of the first things many young 
people who have a good relationship 
with their parents do is to bring the 
boy or girl to the home. No one will 
admit it, but it frankly is a means of 
having the family pass judgment on 
the girl he intends to marry. What 
mother and dad have to say, as well-as 


must recognize and accept such cir- ‘Sister or brother, is important. Most 
cumstances. A person must try to test (Continued on Page 32) 
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Rev. Charles P. Cressman, S.T.M., writer of the 
above article, is a pastor who has given and is 
giving special study to youth and family prob- 
lems. He serves as the popular pastor of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redemption, 
Rhawnhurst, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Cressman has done a _ notable piece of 
work for “The Luther League Review” by pre- 
paring a series of articles, in each of two succes- 
sive years, on subjects of vital interest to young 
people. The article in this issue, “Making the 
Choice of a Life-Mate’”, is the last of a series of 
ten on the general theme, ‘Getting Along with 


the Home Folks”, which began in the September, 
1944, issue. 


Pastor 


What Pastor Cressman has written has proven 
so popular that the editor hopes to be able to 
secure his services in writing a new series, publica- 
tion of which will begin in the fall of 1945, 
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Your Pastor and Your Wedding 


RE you thinking of making plans 
él for your wedding in the not- 

distant future? Be sure to give 
your pastor a chance to serve you 
when you come to this high event in 
your life. Before you make your plans, 
consult with him. You will find him 
thoroughly understanding and ready to 
be of the greatest possible help. 


The writer of this article wants to 
tell you how he goes about the matter 
of helping the young people who come 
to him for assistance at such a time. 
These are the procedures he follows. 
First, he explains the position of the 
minister in the matter. Then, he finds 
out what he needs to tell the couple in 
addition by asking them questions. This 
is done in a Preliminary Conference 
and a Marriage Interview. 


What the Minister Represents 


When a minister officiates at a wed- 
ding, he is acting both as an officer of 
the State and of the Church, because 
marriage has its legal as well as its 
spiritual side. He is an officer of the 
State, however, only by virtue of the 
fact that he is an officer of the Church. 
Accordingly, his primary responsibility 
is to the Church, for he is first and 
foremost a minister of the Church of 
Christ. He cannot act for the State 
without at the same time acting for the 
_Church. Conceivably, he might, as an 
officer of the State, marry any couple 
who bring the State’s license to him, 
but on the spiritual side, as a repre- 
sentative of God, he must satisfy his 
own conscience that a given couple are 
ready to be joined in marriage. He 
may feel that they are too young, too 
flighty, or too inexperienced to be mar- 
ried. He may feel in the case of a party 
who had been married before, that a 
divorce had been granted on improper 
grounds. He may feel, therefore, that 
he can not ask the blessing of God 
upon their union. Doubtless every min- 
ister has refused to marry people for 
reasons which were sufficient, at least 
to him. There is, of course, no appeal 
from his decision not to marry any 
couple. 


The Preliminary Conference 


“Have either of you been married 
before?” is the question with which I 
invariably begin this preliminary con- 
ference. The answer gives direction to 
what will follow. If the answer is “no”, 
then other questions follow naturally. 


“How long have you known each 
other?” This question is of consider- 
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able importance because it is usually 
during a reasonable period of continu- 
ous friendship that two young people 
really come to know each other. It is 
only after such a period that they are 
in a position to make an intelligent de- 
cision as to whether or not they are 
suited to spend the rest of their days 
together in a mutually helpful relation- 
ship. 

Investigation has produced some in- 
teresting facts on the relation of length 
of engagement to happiness in mar- 
riage. They are quoted here because 
of the obvious relation of length of 
engagement to the total length of time 
two people have known each other. Of 
those who reported “poor adjustment” 
in marriage, 50% were engaged less 
than three months; 18% were engaged 
from nine to twenty-three months, 
11% were engaged two years or longer. 
The real crux of the question is, ‘“‘How 
well do two people know each other, 
and how well can they adjust to each 
other’s moods and peculiarities?’ The 
time element enters in, but alone is not 
determinative. 


Parental Attitude 

“Do you have your parents’ con- 
sent?” This is especially important if 
the couple are young. For older cou- 
ples, it may not be necessary to ask 
this. No couple should take this im- 
portant step without letting their par- 
ents know. Young people married 
without consulting their parents cause 
them unnecessary shock, even when 
they believe it likely to happen. 


“Have you made application for, or 
obtained, your license yet?” The cou- 
ple should be sure to get the license in 
time. This is necessary in many states 
because the license cannot be used un- 
til a certain time after it is issued. For 
example, in New York State, blood- 
tests are required of each person to be 
married, which usually takes a week, 
and even after the license has been is- 
sued it cannot be used for a period of 
twenty-four hours. In some states the 
waiting period is even longer. 


“Would you like the prayers of the 
Church for the success of your mar- 
riage?” If either of the engaged pair 
is a member of my church, we publish 
the Banns. So I explain this ancient 
practice to them. (See the rubrics pre- 
ceding the Order for Marriage in the 
Common Service Book.) We also an- 
nounce the coming event in the church 
bulletin on the Sunday before the wed- 
ding day. 


“Have you decided where your wed- 
ding is to be held?” The wedding may 
properly be held in either a home or 
the church, depending upon the choice 
of the bride. If the circumstances make 
it desirable, it may be held at the par- 
sonage. The practice of having Chris- 
tian young people take their vows be- 
fore the altar of the Church is gaining 
in favor, even when the wedding is to 
be quite simple. There is no more ap- 
propriate place for the ceremony to 
take place than in church. 


Any Wedding Music? 

“Have you selected the organist and 
music for your wedding?” It is wise 
to arrange early for the music, includ- 
ing marches and solos to be used. If 
desired, the church may furnish a 
singer and an organist for a set fee, 
although the couple oftimes have 
friends to care for this part of the cere- 
mony. Some churches permit any com- 
petent organist to play; the practice of 
others is different. For example, some 
churches will let a visiting organist 
play only after consulting the regular 
organist and receiving his or her per- 
mission, while others will not let any- 
one but the regular organist play. 


If the wedding is held in church, 
the sexton of the church should be paid 
because he will have extra work. The 
church organist also should be paid if 
the church furnishes an organist. If 
the couple bring their own organist, 
they are to make their own financial 
arrangements. Various churches have 
differing rules on this matter. For ex- 
ample, some churches have set fees for 
the organist and sexton, oftimes with 
a different scale for members and non- 
members. 

Attendants 

“What attendants will there be?” 
The wedding party may include: Maid 
or matron of honor, bridesmaids, best 
man, ushers, father and mother of 
bride, flower girl and ring bearer. For 
the duties of each of these see some 
reputable work on social etiquette, or 
such a book as “You Can Be Happily 
Married”, by Gilbert Appelhof, Jr. 
Sometimes the pastor will provide a 
chart giving the outline of the duties of 
each of the persons in the wedding 
party. This is usually distributed at 
the time of rehearsal. 

“What day and time will the rehear- 
sal be held?” It is important to settle 


upon this as early as possible. The 
pastor’s convenience and _ necessity 
should not be overlooked. (For the 

Five 


PHOTO BY LAMBERT 


fe OG 


same reason the actual date for the 
wedding should be given the pastor 
as soon as it has been decided upon, 
even before the arrangement for the 
wedding rehearsal is made.) A _ re- 
hearsal enables all participants—and all 
should be preesnt—to know just what 
to do and how best to do it, and it 
gives additional assurance that the wed- 
ding will have both dignity and beauty. 
Furthermore, it gives a splendid op- 
portunity for friends of both bride and 
eroom to meet each other, if they have 
not previously done so. However, 
there may be no need for a rehearsal 
if there are to be no attendants. 


The Giving in Marriage 

“Will the bride be given in mar- 
riage?” This is customarily done by 
the bride’s father, but if that is not 
possible, then some other man may be 
chosen to do so. This person may be 
the guardian or any friend of the fami- 
ly. From the tone of the rubric—‘“If 
the Woman be Given in Marriage’—it 
will be seen that this is optional, that 
a bona fide marriage is possible where 
the bride is not given by another, 
where there is self-giving alone. Never- 
theless, the practice is desirable when 
practicable. 


“Will one ring or two be used?” 
From the wording of the rubric in the 
Order for Marriage—“If the wedding 
Ring be used’—it will ba seen that a 
wedding may be held without a ring, 
but the use of a ring is almost uni- 
versal. The practice of using two rings 
is growing in popularity, in which case 
the bride provides the groom’s ring as 
he provides hers. To bride and groom 
the wedding ring becomes the visible 
reminder, the token and symbol of 
their “wedded love and troth”’. The 
symbolism of the ring means eternity, 
constancy, integrity and life-long de- 
votion. 


It is generally desirable for the girls 
in the wedding party to wear some 
type of head covering. This practice 
dates from New Testament times and 
has had wide acceptance since then. 
Even in churches where the “rule” is 
not rigidly observed, head coverings are 
the practice for women on formal occa- 


sions, and a wedding is such an occa- 
sion. 


The Marriage Interview 


Then I have a second interview with 
each couple. I begin with a review of 
all the details of the ceremony. Then 
I go into the meaning of Christian 
marriage, explaining it rather fully. 

Christian marriage is permanent. It 
is not something to be entered into 
lightly, quickly, thoughtlessly. Rather 
it is something which is to endure as 
long as both parties live. Here a ques- 
tion from the betrothal ceremony, ad- 
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dressed first to the groom and then to 
the bride, is illustrative: “Wilt thou 
love him (her), comfort him, honor and 
keep him in sickness and health, and 
forsaking all others, keep thee only 
unto him, so long as ye both shall 
live?” 

We also discuss the fact that love 
grows. After a while it seems to most 
happily-married couples that they have 
always been married. But this is the 
result of keeping up the large and lit- 
tle ways of love-making and each giy- 
ing the other increasing evidences of 
growing affection. 


Where To Live 


We always speak about the place 
where they are to live, pointing out 
that it is best to live by themselves, 
rather than with members of either 
family. The draft status of the bride- 
groom is also an important considera- 
tion nowadays. 


We speak about the fact that they 
are now establishing a home and that 
it is only natural, in the course of time, 
that children will be born to them. For 
the coming of children they should 
plan and pray. Moreover, children will 
bring them, as parents, even closer to- 
gether. However, the peculiarly per- 
sonal obligation of husband and wife to 
each other does not diminish with the 
coming of children. 


We always speak about the matter of 
religion. If both are members of the 
same congregation or Communion, this 
is easy to do and probably does not call 
for much discussion. If appropriate, 
this gives an opportunity for stressing 
the matter of being regular in church 
duties. If a wedding brings together a 
couple from two different religious 
backgrounds, there is an opportunity 
to speak about religion and home unity. 
There are certain factors which either 
draw two people together or drive them 
apart. Religion is one of them. If they 
come from unlike religious groups, I 
tell them that here is a factor about 
which they must be extra careful. 


Sex in Marriage 


We also touch upon the matter of 
sex, especially from the standpoint that 
whereas previously they have had their 
own way in life, they must now learn 
to live not merely for self but must 
take into consideration the mate of a 
different sex who also has his or her 
own ideas. I refer them to suitable 
books on the subject and advise them 
to consult their physicians’ on the sex 
angle of marriage. 


We also speak about the matter of 
finances, not at all from the standpoint 
of telling them how to spend their 
money, but I do advise most strongly 
that they resolve to live within their 


income. This is advisable because 
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many quarrels of married people start 
on the matter of money, mostly as a 
result of spending more than their in- 
come. As long as people can save, 
even a little, money troubles are likely 
to be at a minimum, 


We also speak about a few “cau- 
tions” which are particularly in order. 
First of all, the young couple should 
try to cultivate true compatibility of 
temperament. On the other hand, they 
should not expect perfection either im- 
mediately or in the years to come. 
They have been living singly for a 
long time; they come from different 
families, backgrounds and groups, and 
they have formed certain habits of 
thought and action which will not be 
easy to change. There are bound to 
be misunderstandings and disappoint- 
ments, and the best way to handle 
these situations is to be willing to for- 
give and forget. Especially stressed is 
the fact that, after all, it is almost im- 
possible to reform one another. If two 
people enter marriage with the idea 
that either can reform the other, they 
are almost surely making trouble for 
themselves. Especially the girl may 
think that she can reform the man, but 
it just doesn’t work. They should try 


to avoid sarcasm. It usually starts in 
such a mild way, but before long they 
are exchanging “shots” to which. 
can come back the stronger, and be- 
fore they know it something is said 
which is really hard to forget and for- 
give. 


See 


The interview is ended with the state- 
ment that doubtless they have discussed 
these situations a thousand times over 
between themselves and with their par- 
ents, but that it is always good to dis- 
cuss such situations with some outside, 
disinterested party. The more light 
they have in advance on the problems 
that they will face, the better it will be 
for them when they arise. I always 
tell them, too, that I want to be of 
help at any time—not only on the day 
of the interview and on the day of the 
wedding, but also at any future time 
as well. I want them to feel free to 
call upon me no matter whether the 
problem may seem to be small or large. 
I advise them that if they move away 
from my parish, they should always 
feel free to consult their new pastor 
about difficulties rather than.to go to 
a divorce lawyer as soon as a little 
trouble arises. 


(Continued on Page 31) 


a decision for life. While no one 

can know exactly all his talent 
and ability, yet it is possible to make 
such a decision in light of principles 
which have guided thousands of out- 
standing leaders during the centuries. 
God intends that each person fulfill a 
definite life plan. 


Every Man’s Life a Plan of God 


Seventy years ago Horace Bushnell 
in a sermon, had this to say, “God has 


vf OUR answer to that question is 


a definite life plan for every human 
person, girding him, visibly or invisi- 
bly, for some exact thing which it will 
be the true significance and glory of 
his life to have accomplished.” Very 
few people think of their lives 
from this point of view: espe- 
cially young people. But it is 
just in the beginning of life 
that one should have the point 
of view which should domi- 
nate one’s whole life and de- 
termine his decisions. If you 
have the consciousness of your 
lives as a plan of God, then, 
as Bushnell concludes his ser- 
mon, you will understand 
“That the great question here 
is not what you will get, but 
what you will become. The 
greatest wealth you can ever 
get will be in yourself.” And 
so as you make decisions for 
your life work, I suggest that 
you remember, 

“What you are is God’s gift 

to you. 
What you make of yourself 
is your gift to Him.” 


How To Know God’s Will 


Diy Cy Paallativeeinuarrolder 
published by the Board of Ed- 
ucation, answers the question 
with the following suggestion: 
“Put yourself in God’s hand, 
pray, get the Spirit of God, 
counsel with friends, consider 
your abilities, note the needs, 
wait for more light.” These 
are excellent suggestions and 
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may be followed by every Luther 
Leaguer. I would especially urge that 


you make all your decisions in light 
of what appears to be God’s will. That 
is a primary consideration. Secondary 
factors must not be the determining 
influence. I would also urge that the 
decision be made in view of the world’s 
greatest needs Considered in relation to 
your highest powers. The world needs 
all sorts of workers but a primary 
question for each person is: “What 
contribution may I make which will 
have the greatest spiritual value in the 
world?” 


Man’s Highest Calling 


I would be unfaithful to my respon- 
sibility if I were not to call your at- 
tention to the great need of more men 
for the ministry. The: number of va- 
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cancies as well as the fact that more 
than half of the American people are 
not churched indicate the great oppor- 
tunity for the Christian ministry. Christ 
made interest in the spiritual welfare 
of people central in His work as well 
as in His teaching. We are His wit- 
nesses. As such we have a responsi- 
bility for telling what we have expe- 
rienced. Christ also said we are to be 
fishers of men, we are to be branches 
to bear fruit. In fact, He emphasized 
the personal responsibility of each of 
His followers to do the utmost to win 
others for the Christian way of life. 
The United Lutheran Church calls 
upon youth to give the primary con- 
sideration to the Christian ministry as 
a possible life work. 


Young Women in the Church 


“The gateway to opportunity” is the 
way Professor H. D. Hoover of the 
Gettysburg Seminary expressed it in 
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a pamphlet under that title published 
by the Board of Deaconess Work ot 
our Church. It is well for us to read 
a paragraph which he writes in that 
folder: “There is a great need of wom- 
en workers for parish work; for the 
teaching ministry in church and Bible 
schools, Children of the Church, youth 
organizations, camps, kindergartens 
and day nurseries. Migration and con- 
centration of population in industrial 
areas call for the service of Christian 
women workers. The neglected poor, 
sick, infirm, shut-in and lonely of our 
communities challenge the Church to 
prove its nature as a Christian Fellow- 
ship. Institutions caring for people of 
all kinds need the services of Chris- 
tian nurses, directors, attendants, ex- 
perts in therapeutics, dietetics and 
other fields. The executive direction of 
the missionary and educational work 
of the Church demands trained women. 
Deaconesses are now educated by our 
United Lutheran Church Deaconess 
Training Schools at Baltimore and 
Philadelphia to render all kinds of sery- 
ice to the Church.” 


Leisure Time Also 


Whatever your decision for your life 
work may be, never forget that as 
stewards your responsibility is to con- 
secrate your talent, your time, and 
your treasure. So many people are in- 
clined to say that they have no time for 
Church work. Did you ever realize 
that it takes less than a minute to ask 
someone to go to Sunday School, or 
to Luther League, or to Church? If 
each Luther Leaguer were to be able 
to get one new member a year in the 
Sunday School as well as in the Luther 
League, those organizations would 
grow greatly and rapidly. If you were 
to give just one hour a day or one hour 
a week to the reading of Christian 
literature, you would become during a 
year very well informed about matters 
of Christian teaching as well as the 
whole program of the whole Church. 


aq 


Young Leaders of Vision and Power 


That is what the Church needs. That 
is what you wish to become. Christian 
work, whether part time or full time, 
will help you to become what God 
wants you to be. Then you may ex- 
perience what Reginald Heber wrote 
in that famous hymn: 


“A noble army, men and boys, 
The matron and the maid, ; 

Around the Saviour’s throne rejoice, 
In robes of light arrayed; 

They climbed the steep ascent of heaven 
Through peril, toil, and pain. 

O God, to us may grace be given 
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To follow in their train! 
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66 UP EE RAED NGUWPRSscanheven 
worry an adventure-loving Dea- 
coness. sometimes,” said a par- 

ish Deaconess at a meeting of Young 

People, whom she was telling about 

the adventures of a Deaconess within 

the Luther League. 


Truly, the program of the Luther 
League is an adventure in Leadership, 
Guiding young people to lead in Wor- 
ship, Topic Discussion, Missions, Life 
Service, and a wholesome social life. 


Worship and Topic Discussion 


One Sunday morning after the Wor- 
ship Service two very young Leaguers, 


with distressful expressions on their 
faces, made their way through the 
crowd toward the Deaconess at the 


rear of the Church. “Oh, Sister, can 
we see you a moment?” they asked. 
They were facing their first experience 


as worship Leader and Speaker on 
the following Sunday night. They 


needed encouragement and counseling, 
which they sought from the Deaconess, 
and they were not seeking in vain. 
The meeting came to order and be- 
gan pretty well on time. Leader and 


Ten 


Matters with Sister Edna 


Discuss 


Leaguers 


pianist took their places. Silence and 
reverence p evailed. Very ably this 
young leader led in the Worship. The 
Service was conducted with dignity. 
The Speaker had prepared her topic 
care.ully. Surely the group had been 
challenged to acquire a deeper faith 
and greater loyalty to God and their 
fellowmen. The meeting was a suc- 
cess for God was in our midst, and 
two new Leaguers were grateful for 
this experience. 


There are other experiences also 
which are not so pleasant, but none 
the less helpful in the end, if we learn 
from them, how to avoid mistakes and 
pitfalls. Omce there was a topic dis- 
cussion period that got off to a wrong 
start. Recalling that period one re- 
members well what had happened. A 
brief analysis showed that the leader 
had not thoroughly acquainted him- 
self with the material. This discussion 
leader had been a Leaguer for some 
time and had led discussion groups be- 
fore. He was always willing to take 
part in any discussion. He had as- 
sured the group that his was such a 
common subject that it was not neces- 


Hill 


sary to spend a lot of time preparing 
for discussion, in spite of past expe- 
riences which had taught us that read- 
ing and research greatly added to the 
interest of even a common subject. 


Aiter a few moments of Topic dis- 
cussion, the discussion drifted to entire- 
ly foreign subjects, “and fmally an 
Christian views, disorder followed, the 
time was up; Biblical and Christian ap- 
plication were lost. This was a never- 
to-be-forgotten experience for the 
Leaguers. 


Missions ; 

Missions is a subject thot is equally 
loved by Deaconess and Leaguers. 
Every Leaguer knows that The Luther 
League of America has as its mission- 
ary project for this bi-ennial, the Phila- 
delphia and Baltimore Motherhouse 
libraries. The Deaconess is grateful 
and happy for the many opportunities 
this project has afforded her to tell 
many Luther League groups through- 
out the Conference and Synod of the 
Opportunities for full-time Service for 


women in the Church, through the 
diaconate. 
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Life Service 

Rarely will a parish Deaconess hesi- 
tate to tell, and tell with joy, of the 
willingness and enthusiasm with which 
Luther Leaguers serve. Service through 
the Luther League affords varied and 
pleasant experiences. In the home con- 
gregation Leaguers visit ‘shut-ins”, 
bringing them songs, prayers and gifts. 
At Festivals and Exhibitions they 
decorate and arrange displays. The 
Leaguers serve at tables, and help un- 
til everything is over and every hall 
and room is in order.. Through this 
happy service real harmony and last- 
ing friendships are cultivated. 


Again and again Luther Leaguers 
suggest ways whereby they can serve 
their Church. The :esult is that they 
bring cheer with their songs to the 
sick in hospitals, cheer to the aged in Canadian Campers with Sister Anna Brandt 
our Aged People’s Homes, and sing- 
ing for our Deaconesses in the Mother- 
house. At Christmas time Luther 
Leaguers pack gifts from the congre- 
gation to her boys in the Service of 
our country. Leaguers serve on the 
Service Men’s Committee and in this 
way keep the boys informed about 
League and Church activities. 


Leaguers plan and conduct “he 
Homiest Christmas for those away 
from Home” for twenty-five Service 
men. They arrange for cars to bring 
the boys from the Lutheran Service 
Center and U. S. O. headquarters to 
the parish hall, where worship, games, 
food and gifts bring unexpected joys 
to every guest. 


Already Intermediate and Senior 
Leagues combined are planning a pro- 
gram of faith, fun and food, whereby 
they shall entertain the newly con- Boating with Sister Eleanor Blumberg 
firmed, welcoming them as Luther 
Leaguers. This extensive Service Pro- 
gram demands much time, guidance, 
prayer, and counseling on the part ot 
a Deaconess, for which she in return 
receives much joy, and fellowship and 
above all the opportunity to serve 
youth. 


Social Activities 


Once a Christian young woman was 
discussing Christian living with a noted 
young Christian leader, who had 
traveled extensively and studied in 
several nations. Briefly and to the 
point he answered her question, say- 
ing, “My dear young Christian friend, 
take Jesus with you wherever you go, 
and if you cannot take Him with you, 
don’t go.” Only when Luther League 
social activities are based on Christian 


Picnicking in the Park with Sister Anna Brandt 
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66 E want this last session to be 
| a really good one,” said Pres- 
_ ident Bob to his executive 
committee. “This may be the last 
Luther League meeting for some time 
for several of us, you know,” he added, 
thinking of his impending induction. 
Snes me qaetexbiloke,” Genie! © jrbaan, 
“Every time we get set with a good 
leader, off he goes! When are we go- 
ing to get back again to our regular 
meetings with our regular programs?” 


5) 


“T was about to tell you,” interrupted 
Betty, “that I have a letter here from 


Bill. He’s coming back from the 
Pacific. He wants me to meet him and 
stay out on the west coast while he 


goes through some training. That 
counts me out of your regular plans, 
for a while at least.” 

“VYou—our program chairman!” re- 
monstrated Jim. “You cannot do that 
to us, Betty.” 

“We cannot do much about these 
things,” spoke up Hal. “My Dad has 
changed into ‘civies’ and is just be- 
coming acquainted again with us and 
the old home. Now he is accepting a 
big engineering job out of town. That 
means we are moving to Detroit!” 

‘What?’ groaned Jim, “you going, 
too? We might as well fold up. What's 
the use of an executive meeting, what’s 
the use of planning programs?” 


Twelve 
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Bert Smith, the advisor, was quietly 
taking all of this in. He was grateful 
when Betty spoke up earnestly: 


“Well, I hope you won’t do that!” 
When I get to the west coast I ex- 
pect to find Luther Leagues and other 
groups to which I can go. Suppose 
they all feel like you do, Jim! Today 
everybody is moving. I read in the 
paper that since 1939, 25,000,000 Amer- 
icans have been uprooted, physically. 
We know here in Meadville many more 
people are moving into our town than 
are going out. Why don’t we invite 
them into our group?” 

“That's right,” agreed Dave. I’m 
thinking right now about a swell fel- 
low I work with in the Laboratory 
over at Hammond High. He’s keen, 
does some of the best work in class. 
Over the test tubes the other day he 
got kind of confidential. He seems aw- 
fully lonely. He said he led his young 
people’s group in Hartford, but there 
is no place here where he can fit in.” 

“Why didn’t you invite him to our 
League?” remarked two or three. 


“Well, I thought I had better sound 
out your feeling first,” answered Dave. 
“My pal at Hammond is a Negro.” 


“Dave,” interrupted Bernice, “that 
reminds me. The prettiest Nisei came 
into our class last week. She seemed 
so bashful, but no wonder. She’s been 


living behind barbed wire in a reloca- 
tion center for two years until last 
month. When Miss Collins tried to 
make her feel at home, some of us 
smiled at her, but I heard the loudest 
whisper, ‘A Jap!—and my brother is 
fighting in the Pacific.’ Were we sur- 
prised when Kiyo spoke up, very po- 
litely but with a flash in her pretty 
black eyes, “I understand, for my 
brother, too, is in the U. S. Army—in 
Germany.’ Were we embarrassed!” 


“IT move we invite these two stran- 
gers to our next League meeting,” 
spoke up John who with Mary had not 
entered into the discussion up to this 
point. They were newcomers into town 
themselves. Their folks lived in one 
of the prefabricated homes over in 
Green Gardens at the edge of town. 
Their Dad was employed at the plant. 
How happy they were when Betty 
asked them to come to this church. Of 
course, they had attractive services and 
organizations under the National Lu- 
theran Council in their housing area. 
But somehow it was nice to be in a 
regular church like back home. 


“T second the motion,” eagerly added 
Betty, “and while we are making up 
our list, let us be sure to add those 
two young wives the Pastor was talk- 
ing about last Sunday. They have been 
in Meadville only a month and both 
of their sailor husbands have been 
shipped out.” 


“Seems to me we have not done any- 
thing about those boys the Pastor was 
talking about either,’ added Hal. “I 
mean those two C. O.’s who are in 
Civilian Public Service for the Gov- 
ernment up at the State Insane Insti- 
tution. I bet they feel pretty lonely.” 


Bert Smith could hardly restrain 
himself from showing his joy. “Well, 
you have hit upon the very subject I 
came here tonight to present to you. 
Only you yourselves have introduced 
it better than I could. I had a letter 
this week from Luther League Head- 
quarters in Philadelphia, giving the 
subjects which our groups together 
with Christian youth across the United 
States and Canada will be studying for 
the 1945-46 season. The Church Among 
Uprooted Americans is one. Look at 
the books and the maps and the guides! 
‘Christianity, Where You Live.’ Sounds 
challenging, doesn’t it? Look at this 
Guide for Seniors and Young People! 
Shows you how to work out the sub- 
ject in six sessions, how to fit the 
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material into a program with worship 
helps and pointers on fellowship.” 
“Say, this does look interesting,” ad- 
mitted Jim. “Looks as though you 
would have to really work, though. We 
could never do this in our meetings.’ 
“No, of course not. But why stop 
with regular meetings?” argued Dave. 
“But, remember,” reminded Jim, “we 
always peter out in the summer time. 
Vacations and all that.” 
“Vacations! Who has 
these days?” 
“That's right, I’m taking a job.” 
“And Ill be in school right through 
the summer.” 


a vacation 


“We have no gas anyway to go on 
trips and picnics.” 

“Let’s meet then through the sum- 
mer,’ said someone. “Let’s try it for 
six weeks and go through that guide 
and those books we have been talking 
Moxos, Auavel wasn 4 4 


“And then,’ smiled Bert Smith, “then 
when you have seen what a real ad- 
venture you have right here in Mead- 
ville, why not jump a plane and do 
some exploring overseas.” 


“You mean like we did with the 
South Racine last yearr—asked John. 

“Ves!” 

“Well,” spoke up ex-Sergeant Miller, 
“talk about Casablanca, or Algiers, or 
Tunisia this time, and I’ll get enthusi- 
astic. At least I was there and met up 
with some different kinds of people 
and customs while in the Service.” 


“Be prepared to get enthusiastic 
then, Sir, for we are headed for a study 
of the whole continent of Africa,” said 
Bert. ‘What I personally do not know 


School Room, Dagle Memorial, 
Monrovia, Liberia 
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about Africa would fill more than these 
four books I brought with me.” 


““This Is Africa’ looks good to me. 
I like the photography.” : 


“One hundred and sixty million peo- 


ple speak one thousand languages! 
Whew!” 


“Africa is called by someone here an 
‘occupied country’. I never thought of 
that. It seems to be all tied up with 
the Peace Conferences and the security 
commissions.” 

“I never thought much about Afri- 
cans excepting that they beat drums. 
But look at this book, ‘Daughter of 
Africa.’ These young people appear to 
be pretty intelligent persons—teachers, 
leaders, students. And to think of it 
—their own land is really not their 
own. Id like to learn more about 
these Africans!” 


Even Jim was “sold” on the idea. 
“Let’s go ahead with Uprooted Peo- 
ples for the summer and then begin 
the Fall with Africa. This Fun and 
Festival book shows how you could 
have a fellowship night to start things 
off. We might invite the whole con- 
gregation if we prepare something 
good enough. We might send for some 
slides or a film. We might...” 


“Good idea, Jim! And I should tell 
you this, too,” added Bert. “By Fall 
we will have some extra books on Li- 
beria. Liberia is where our own United 
Lutheran Church responsibility lies in 
Africa. One book is by Mrs. See- 
bach and the other by Pastor Flora, that 
jovial missionary who showed his pic- 
tures and sang the Buzi song at Sum- 
mer School last year. Our church pa- 
pers are full of interesting stories and 
facts on this little country.” 


“Liberia will be a hundred years old 
as a republic in 1947,” injected Bob, 
“and Monrovia, her capital, is the new 
crossroads of the world’s air travel, 
don’t forget.” 


“Most of our missionaries fly to and 
from Liberia. It took Nancy, our Li- 
berian friend, just two and a half days 
to come from there to New York City 
a year ago,” Bert reminded them. 


“Guess we had better become ac- 
quainted with these neighbors, and all 
of our neighbors, if we are to have the 
kind of world we want to live in!’ 
concluded Bob, wistfully. 


“One thing we are sure of—this 
League won't be ‘closed for summer’.” 
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School Room Furniture at the Zorzor School 


St. John’s Luther League in Mead- 
ville is off to a flying start in Mission 
Study. You can do the same thing in 
your League. Here is an adventure 
in understanding for Intermediates, 
Seniors, and Young People. Attrac- 
tive “tools” and resources for making 
discoveries right in your town, rural 
community or city are ready for you to 
use. Of course, “uprooted peoples” will 
differ with the community. The oppor- 
tunities for “outside” associations will 
vary. But no community has explored 
to its fullest the possibilities for fellow- 
ship—inter-Lutheran, inter-denomina- 
tional, inter-faith, inter-racial, inter- 
“caste”. Try it! Christianity is for all 
of life, everywhere! 

Send today to the Luther League Of- 
fice, 405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa., for 
your materials. For, as the Senior Dis- 
cussion Guide on Africa says, quoting 
an African proverb: “The day on which 
one starts is not the time to commence 
preparation.” 


Inter 
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HILE June no longer has the 

distinction of being predomi- 

nantly first in the minds of 
brides, it still ranks high in its pro- 
portion of weddings compared with 
other months of the year. Many cus- 
toms and superstitions are connected 
with the bride and her wedding day, 
and none are more popular than orange 
blossoms and wedding rings. 


Tradition gives the first use of 
orange blossoms at marriage feasts to 
the Saracen bridegroom who crowned 
his bride with a wreath of these fra- 
grant flowers. Later cartloads of these 
flowers were brought from the Medi- 
terranean countries to be used as bridal 
decorations. This influenced the popu- 
larity of June as a month for weddings. 


The use of the ring dates back to 
primitive man, who, according to leg- 
end, wove a cord with his own fingers 
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and bound it around the waist of the 
woman he wanted. It was believed 
that when this ceremony was per- 
formed, her spirit entered his body and 
she was bound to him forever. 


Eternity was represented by the an- 
cient Egyptians with a circle, and the 
ring became emblematic of the mar- 
riage tie, signifying that mutual love 
and affection should flow continually 
and forever from man to wife as in a 
circle. 


The third finger of the left hand was 
reserved for the engagement and wed- 
ding rings by the Grecians because 
they believed that this finger and the 
heart were united by a certain vein. 


The ring finger of the Luther League 
budget is the Sustaining Membership 
Fund, for gifts to this Fund unite the 
heart of the giver with the youth of 
our Lutheran Church in a bond of 


fellowship and Christian love. Your 
$1 Contributing or Service Member- 
ship gift will encircle this finger with 
the things of eternity, for through this 
Fund the Luther League program is 
strengthened and promoted. 


The Anglo-Saxons had an old cus- 
tom in which the groom, as he placed 
the ring first on the thumb of the bride, 
repeated, “In the name of the Father,” 
and as he placed it on the second 
finger, he said, “In the name of The 
Son,” and ‘In the name of The. Holy 
Ghost,” for the third finger, finishing 
with “Amen” as he reached the fourth 
or what is now known as the “ring 
finger,” and there the ring remained. 


Your $5 or more Loyalty, Honor, 
Memorial or Gift Membership will al- 
so remain as an eternal circle of good: 
flowing from Luther League Head- 
quarters from one youth to another, as 
leadership and spiritual training are 
passed on from one group to the next 
in a bond of service, showing forth our 
love for the eternal Bridegroom, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Send your gift today 
to The Luther League of America, 405 
Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce St., 


Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


MILDRED GARTELMANN, 
Chairman, Sustaining Membership 
Fund Committee 


The Games Over! 
It's Victory Again 


Here’s the score as of the date given. It is still sub- 
ject to revision upwards, because there are still 
some dollars that have been given for the project 
but which have not yet been sent to Headquarters. 
Please send in now any such moneys in your State 
and Synodical treasuries. Let’s see how much over 
the top we can go with our contributions for the 


Deaconess Library Project 


nt to 
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The net amount received will likely be presented 
to the Deaconess Board at a meeting of the League’s 
Executive Committee in the early fall. 


Good work, team! You’ve done it again—won a 
decisive fight against indifference. 
League way is still the over-subscription way.” 


“The Luther 
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Luther League Wins Homefront 
Victory réqgatust Tudiffereuce 


* President “Pranklin 
C. Pry Speaks For 
Us $3 Ae Writes 


“One and a half million loyal Amer- 
icans in the United Lutheran Church 
mourn the death of President Roose- 
velt. The sixty-five thousand of our 
Church in Canada stand also in re- 
spectful silence. On the very eve of 
victory, with the attainment of his 
life’s supreme goal of a lasting fellow- 
ship among the nations almost within 
his grasp, our President’s mighty la- 
bors are ended. May we who survive 
re-dedicate ourselves to that glorious 
hope! 


“Tutheran Christians are devoted 
citizens. It is inbred in us by our 
faith. For us the State is a divine in- 
stitution as well as the Church and the 
Home. A staunch patriotism is not 
only in our tradition; it is in our blood 
and in our souls. We must demon- 
strate it anew in this hour of crisis 
even more zealously than ever before. 
If we are worthy of our Christian 
heritage and convictions, we will! Let 
us all rally to uphold our new Chief 
Executive in these shaken days. With 
all partisanships submerged, the prayer 
of every heart and the resolve of every 
life must be, God bless America! 


“With the historic congress of the 
United Nations convening on our 
shores, our deep Christian concern ex- 


President 
DELANO ROOSEVELT 
1882 -1945 


The Late 
FRANKLIN 


tends also to the whole bruised world 
of mankind. We shall be truest to our 


dead President’s best if we set no 
boundaries to our love. What is far 
nobler, we shall come closer to the 


purposes of our God. If His thoughts 
are not our thoughts, now they need 
to be! It will be unmitigated tragedy, 
if this crucial moment of destiny is al- 
lowed to slip away. We stand on a 
watershed of history. Now is the test 
of our patriotism, our broad humanity, 
our faith. We dare not fail!” 


Ww Exceeds Zuota For 
Deaconess Puozect 


The Luther League of America and 
the Church’s Board of Deaconess 
Work are rejoicing in the completion 
of the League’s ninth ‘“missionary”’ 
project—the raising of at least $10,000 
for a Deaconess Library Endowment 
Fund, the proceeds of which are to be 
divided between the two Motherhouses 
at Philadelphia and Baltimore. 


The minimum goal has been ex- 
ceeded by gross receipts to date of 
$11,861.63. That is about a thousand 
dollars more than had been received 
at the same time on the previous pro- 
ject, and it is believed that at least 
$500 more will be received to apply on 
the project, as not all State and Synod- 
ical treasurers have sent in all their 
funds for the purpose. 


Here is another victory for the 
Cause of Christ on the homefront. The 
youth of the Church have cooperated 
to make possible an essential aid in the 
preparation of more and better-trained 
women workers and deaconesses for 
the service of the Church. 

Since the days of the historic 15th 
Biennial Convention held in York, Pa., 
the Luther League of America has 
evidenced even a greater missionary 
vision in promoting the financial pro- 
jects that have given to’ our beloved 
United Lutheran Church these gifts 
from the hearts of the youth of the 
Church. 


Cau 7, a Christian, 
Cousccentiourly Fight 


with the armed forces of my country 
for the preservation of these ideals? 
Is God doing anything about these 
awful conditions? 


All America is convinced that this 
is a War for Freedom. While it ts a 
war between nations, yet, thought 
of in fundamentals, the struggle really 
is between the champions of Chris- 
tian ideals and those forces which 
would destroy by false assumptions. 


The Four Definitions Which Will 
Give Me a Clear View 

1. The Love of God is the disposi- 
tion of God toward His creatures. Love 
is God’s attribute. It is His very es- 
sence, because the Bible says “God is 
love.” In His love, God created the 
world for man’s happiness. When man 
fell from his high position into sin, 
“God so loved the world that He gave 
His Only-begotten Son that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not per- 
ish but have everlasting life.” In love, 
He delights in forgiveness. As one 
can say, “God is love,’ so he can Say, 
“God is holiness,” or “God is justice.” 
In that sense, God is any perfect at- 
tribute of His character. Immediately, 
those thoughts teach us that God’s love 
is not mere sentimentality. His love is 
one of a cluster of all His perfect 
qualities. So that He, in His love, 
might forgive a sinner, He met the de- 
mands of justice by sacrificing His Son, 
Jesus Christ, on Calvary’s cross. This 
loving God, in the person of His Son, 
drove the traders from the temple with 
whips in His hands. Like a parent who 
dearly loves his child would chastize 
him, so God, the Heavenly Parent, has 
used force, and does use force in chas- 
tening His children and in casting off 
the wicked. 


2. War is that ugly thing caused 
by man’s sin. In James 4:1 are the 
words, “From whence come wars and 
lightings among you? Come they not 
hence, even from your lusts?” War is 
the judgment of sin. Sherman was 
right when he said, “War is hell.”’ In 
this world-wide conflagration, it would 
seem that the devil has opened the 
doors of the pit, and that the very 
flames of hell are licking great paths 
throughout the world. War is the 
world’s worst instrument. It brings 
sorrow, poverty, hunger and death. It 
causes men’s hearts to stink with hate. 
Nothing too bad can be said about 
war. The only thing worse than war is 
the loss of all of a man’s freedoms. 


3. The Christian is a forgiving child 
of God. Through God, providing for 
his atonement by the blood of Christ, 
the Christian lives in the love of God. 


The motive for all good works is the 
love of God. He stands for God's 
causes. He is God's instrument on 
earth. He is ever trying to do God’s 
will, even to the loving of his enemies. 
Pleasing God is his life’s motto. He is 
a Christian citizen. While God’s King- 
dom is not of this world, it is in this 
world. The Christian views every 
earthly condition from an eternal point 
of view. He is to “render unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s and unto 
God the things that are God’s,” which 
is another way of saying that he has 
deep interests in the world. 


As a citizen, he may hold any posi- 
tion from a clergyman to a policeman; 
or from a doctor to a soldie.—yes, any 
position which is respectable service. 
When he is called to go to war, two 
problems face him: (1) Can a Christian 
fight in a war? (2) Is the war in de- 
fense of the causes of God? In Revela- 
tion 12:7-9, are the words, “And there 
was war in heaven: Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon; and 
the dragon fought and his angels ... 
and the great dragon was cast out 

Under God’s direction force was 
used to cast sin out of heaven. In the 
Old Testament, we read of Abraham 
pursuing and defeating the kings who 
had invaded Palestine. In the Old 
Testament, we read of God opening 
up the Red Sea so that the fleeing 
Israelites could pass through in safe- 
ty; then closing the sea on their ene- 
mies, the Egyptians. Under God’s di- 
rection, the chosen people fought to 
win back the promised land from their 
enemies who had taken it. God led 
Gideon and his three hundred. The Old 
Testament contains the history of God 
preserving a nation frequently by force 
so that, through that nation, the 
Saviour might enter the world. Isaiah 
33:14 tells us that “Our God is a con- 
suming fire.” He is not sentimental 
love. He is love harmonized with jus- 
tice. In Genesis 9:6, God said, ‘“Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed.’ That is an authoriza- 
tion of the use of force in the hands 
of governed executioners. Very often, 
we read the Fifth Commandment, Ex- 
odus 20:13, “Thou shalt not kill,” with- 
out the realization that the entire Old 
Testament context gives it the mean- 
ing, “Thou shalt not murder.” But, 
you may say, “All of that is in the Old 
Testament, under the law. We are not 
living in Old Testament times, but in 
New Testament times, and under 
grace.” 


There you are wrong, my friend. The 
only people on earth who are living in 
God’s grace are sincere Christians. The 
world of people is still living under the 
law of Old Testament times. This is 
wun age of grace only that in this age 
God is offering His Gospel to sinners. 
When they do not accept, they are still 
under the law. The loving and forgiv- 


ing Christ braided whips and cast the 


traders out of the temple. At no time 
does He abrogate justice. In no place 
does he condemn a man for being a 
soldier. A Christian citizen cannot 
wrap himself in his religious robes, hide 
in safety, and expect a policeman or a 
soldier to do what he would not do 
himself. This world war is for Chris- 
tian freedom. It was started by the 
enemies of God and must be finished 
by those fighting on God’s side. Back 
of this war are the dreadful teachings 
of Nazism, Facism, and Communism. 
Much of its horrors came from the 
mind of the philosopher, Nietsche. The 
reality of our cause can be seen in 
every conquered country. These isms 
not only enslave, but also take away 
the freedoms of worship, speech, the 
press and enterprise. A police force is 
to protect and to prevent an injury. 
Our army is an enlarged police force, 
which must hold to the idea that, with 
malice toward none and charity for all, 
we fight that God’s causes among men 
may prevail. 


4. The Church is God’s Kingdom 
on earth. She is the treasury of the 
peace and mercy of God. She is differ- 
ent from her individual Christians. 
While individual Christians are citizens 
of the nations of this world, the Church 
is not of this world. As a body, she is 
not political, nor is she an executioner. 
The sword has no place in her pro- 
gram. She is the world’s rescuer. She 


and sows the seed 


holds, preserves, 
which brings salvation. All she knows 
is hope. She ever voices the love and 
judgments of God, but never uses force. 


Her work is continually to lay the 
foundations of faith; to keep clear be- 
fore men the vision of the Saviour; to 
administer the Sacraments; to render 
God's mercy anywhere and every- 
where—on the home-front, on the bat- 
tle-fiont; to point men to heaven’s rain- 
bow of hope; and forever, to reveal the 
hea-t of God. 


Why Doesn’t God Do Something? 

Recently a man, who seldom thinks 
of God, and perhaps never worships 
Him, asked me this question, “Why 
doesn’t God do something? Why does 
He permit the innocent to suffer with 
the guilty?” I answered him as fol- 
lows: 

1. God is Sustaining the Universe. 
Surely, you don’t think that to be some 
little thing. War or no war, the four 
seasons take their turn—summer, fall, 
winter, and spring. The sun gives us 
light and heat every day. The moon 
continues to lift the tides and to keep 
them within their marked limits. Mat- 
thew 5:45, “He maketh his sun to rise 
on the evil and the good; and sendeth 
rain on the just and unjust.” Neither 
war, disaster, atheism, nor any other 
evil, stops God from giving to men 
such an abundance of everything that 
every man could live like a king if men 
would but follow Him. 


2. God is Continually Offering His 
Program to the World. Please do not 
think lightly about that, because every 
good thing we have left in this war- 
torn world is from the teachings of 
Jesus Christ. “Follow Me,” He says. 
“Love one another,’ He commands. 
Everywhere through His ministers and 
even on the very battle-fields through 
the chaplains, He is saying, ‘Come 
unto Me all ye who are weary and 
heavy-laden and I will give you rest.” 
The New Testament, which was writ- 
ten in days darker than these, is offer- 
ing to men the only way out of war 
and its sufferings. In wooing voice, He 
says, “Take my yoke upon you and 
learn of Me.” Followers have always 
found that yoke to fit perfectly and to 
be lined with love. His program would 
transform the sword into the plow and 
the spear into the pruning hook. You 
see, God has given to every man a 
free-will. As long as he lives he can 
Saye Yes: (OL mou to anys proposal. It 
is sad that man has used his free-will 
mostly for evil. He is most likely to 
treat God’s program lightly. He care- 
lessly breaks the Sabbath Day and all 
of God's commandments. He _ even 
crucified God’s Son, our Saviour. Con- 
tinually, he hangs the crepe on the 
pews of the Church. There isn’t any- 
thing too mean for man to do. God 
gave us natural laws which reach sub- 
limity in Christian brotherhood. These 
laws are so harmoniously fused to- 
gether, that when one person is happy, 
others will be influenced in like man- 
ner; but, when one falls into crime, the 
innocent will suffer with him. I know 
a youth who was sent to prison for his 
crime. The hearts of his dear mother 
and family went to prison with him, 
although none of them had done any 
wrong. God gave us materials with 
which we might create machinery for 
our prosperity, then men use these 
materials to create machines of de- 
struction. Ted Malone, from his broad- 
casting studio in the east, sounded A 
on the piano so that a lonely man far 
away in the hills of Wyoming might 
tune his violin. So, age after age, God 
has been offering the Gospel tone from 
heaven, but men refuse to tune their 
ways of life to it. : 


3. God is Mysteriously Working 
Out His Purpose. The time will come 
when “The kingdoms of this world will 
have become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of His Christ, and He shall reign 
forever.” When young Joseph was sold 
by his brothers to the Ishmeelites who 
in turn sold him in slavery to Poti- 
phar in Egypt, no doubt he cried, “Oh! 
God, where art Thou? Why do you 
not do something for me?” He could 
not see the years before him, when he 
would reach a position next to the king 
and would finally save his entire na- 
tion from famine. Evil men stoned 
Stephen, but they did not dream that 
Stephen, dying, would influence the 


conscience of Saul who was destined 
to become St. Paul, the world’s great- 
est Christian evangelist. Napoleon was 
seemingly on the way to complete vic- 
tory in Russia when God sent snow 
and more snow and turned him back in 
defeat. The Spanish Armada seemed 
unconquerable when that immense fleet 
sailed to destroy England, but a storm 
destroyed it. Even though man has his 
free-will and carries on his nefarious 
works, God is mysteriously working 
out His purpose and will make ‘All 
things work together for good to them 
who love Him, to them who are called 
according to His purpose.” 


This Will I Do 


I Will Keep Spiritually Alert. In 
my breast-pocket, I shall carry my lit- 
tle New Testament. I shall read it 
daily. The pressure of these days will 
cause me to realize more than ever be- 
fore that this nation, our democracy, 
and our Americanism, are the direct re- 
sults of the teachings of this wonder- 
ful Book. Whatever might happen to 
me, I am assured in this Book that God 
gave His Son, Jesus Christ, to be my 
Saviour. Here my soul is revived as 
the Holy Ghost teaches me God’s way 
of life and impresses upon me that 
heaven is my eternal home. Here I 
drink of the living water which springs 
up into eternal life. 


Every Day I Will Pray. The last 
words of Jesus on earth were, “Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.” Therefore, I can walk 
with Him and talk to Him. In the 
training camp, I shail not forget His 
abiding presence; in the midst of bat- 
tle, I shall realize that His Almighty 
Arm is over and around and under me. 
All that God asks of me is that I be 
faithful. Through faith He will carry 
out His promises. In faithfulness, I 
shall partake of the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, where I shall fellow- 
ship with Him and receive His blessing. 


I Will Reject the Evil About Me. 
Considering myself an instrument in 
the hand of the Divine Surgeon in the 
operation of this war, I shall keep my- 
self spiritually strong and morally 
clean. My lips will not profane God’s 
name. The lusts of adultery and strong 
drink will become increasingly vulgar 
to me. If it is God’s will to bring me 
home safely, I shall return as clean as 
when I leit. 


I Will Give My Life Fully to Jesus 
Christ. Nothing short of that is ac- 
ceptable to Him. He shall have the 
throne-room of my heart. Whatever 
sweat, or tears, or blood, or grief, I 
shall pass through, I shall continue His 
consecrated child. He gave His life 
for me. Is it not right that I should be 
willing to give my life for Him? Here, 
dear God, take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 


% Lutheran Wins 
Security Charter 
Change 


Reporting from San Francisco under 
date of May 3, a Philadelphia news- 
man reported that the rights of indi 
viduals, as well as the rights of na- 
tions, would be incorporated in the 
San Francisco Charter, largely as the 
result of the efforts of a Philadelphia 
clergyman. This is one of the many 
amendments proposed for the charter, 
and it had already gained wide suport. 

The Philadelphia clergyman referred 
to is The Reverend Dr. Otto Fred 
Nolde, Professor of Christian Educa- 
tion at the Lutheran Theological Semi- 
nary at Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa. Dr. 
Nolde has been conspicuous in the 
Peace Movement in the United States 
since the Delaware (Ohio) Conference 
in 1943. He has served as the Secre- 
tary of the Commission of the Federal 


Council of the Churches of Christ in’ 


America which has been giving special 
attention to the matter of the condi- 
tions for a just and enduring peace. Of 
this Commission the recently political- 
ly prominent Mr. John Foster Dulles 
has served as Chairman. Dr. Nolde is 
also at San Francisco as one of the 
hundred-odd consultants to the Amer- 
ican delegation. 

It is understood that Dr. Nolde took 
the initiative at a meeting between the 
American consultants and Secretary of 
State Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., and 
proposed four specific changes in the 
Dumbarton Oaks proposals. 

Dr. Nolde proposed specifically that: 


To the purposes of the world or- 
ganization be addea the words: “to 
promote respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms.” 


To the principles of the organiza- 
tion be added: “All members of the 
organization, accepting as a matter of 
international concern the obligation ‘to 
defend life, liberty, independence and 
religious freedom and to preserve hu- 
man rights and justice in their own 
lands’, shall progressively secure for 
their inhabitants without discrimina- 
tion such fundamental rights as free- 
dom of religion, speech, assembly and 
communication, and to a fair trial un- 
der just laws.” 


To the duties of the economic and 
social council be added the words: “of 
developing and safeguarding human 
rights and fundamental freedoms.” 


It is reported that these proposals 
quickly won support of others, includ- 
ing church groups, labor and farm or- 
ganizations, the American Legion, the 
National Association of Manufactur- 
ers, the American Jewish Committee, 
and the American Association for the 
United Nations. 


Let Us Pray 


Almighty God, the Father of all mankind and the Ruler of nations: Let thine 


abundant grace and blessing rest upon our nation, we pray Thee. Thou hast given 
unto us a goodly land and hast endowed us with the heritage of freedom. Make us 
worthy of all Thy goodness and of our cesponsiblities before Thee. Grant us true te- 
pentance for our oft forgetfulness of Thee and of others, for our pride in ourselves, 
and for out many other sins; and as we confess our faults do Thou forgive. Make 
us a people worthy of the trust Thou hast committed to us in giving us the victory 
in Europe. Enable us in ordering justice to remember mercy; and so work in us and 
through us that Thy most holy will may be done and Thy Kingdom come. Through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


“She Spit of U-E Day at Home 


Many have doubtless written you of how V-E Day was celebrated here at 
home. The tone of the day was very generally sober-figuratively and literally. 
President Truman set the keynote of the day for us. He reminded us that only 
a part of the war was over and that a great task remained to be done. 


But there was gladness of heart as a result of the knowledge of the fact 
that even a part of the war was over. For many that would mean sons, hus- 
bands, sweethearts would be returning before long, some for a visit with the 
homefolks before continuing the fight on the other side of the globe, others for 
good. There was thankfulness in the hearts of many. 


Then, too, the day could not come without our remembering the cost at 
which Victory in Europe had been won. For there were many who would never 
have an earthly homecoming again. They had gone home to God, had laid 
down their earthly lives in the fight to make the world free once more. 

Special church services abounded. People went to church who had not been 
in a while. High emotion was felt and deep gratitude was expressed in hymns 
and prayers and soul-searching sermons were given by faithful pastors of God’s 
flock. You would have been proud of how your fellow-Americans observed 
V-E Day. And now we prayerfully look forward to Victory in the Pacific, 
some call it V-J Day. 


Lutheran Statue Defies Combing 


By LOUIS P. LOCHNER 


Worms on the Rhine, March 28 The Lutheran Trinity (Dreifaltig- 
(A. P.)—The bronze figures of Martin keit) Church, built in 1709, is wrecked 


Luther and his fellow reformers, one 
of Protestantism’s best known monu- 
ments, have defied the bombings, straf- 
ings and artillery fire of 1945 much as 
the original Luther defied the Kaiser 
and Reich of 1512, 


The entire Luther monument es- 
caped damage, although explosives dug 
craters only a short distance from its 
base and shattered less durable struc- 
tures around it. 


except for its four walls and part of 
its tower. 


The statue of Luther stands as the 
central figure of the world-famed mon- 
ument, hand on Bible, head definantly 
cocked upward. 


The other figures, unscathed and un- 
bent, although fires round about had 
twisted many other metals, include 
those of Hus, Savanarola, Wycliffe and 
Melanchthon. 


Georgia-Alabama Luther league First to 
Exceed Anniversary Appeal Quote 


The honor goes to Georgia-Alabama for being the first to complete their 
share in the Luther League of America’s Golden Anniversary Appeal. The 
goal of this appeal is to provide a minimum of $25,000 for intensifying, im- 
proving and extending the Luther League program in the next five years. 


Georgia-Alabama’s feat was accomplished under the inspiration and 
leadership of Miss Mildred Gartelmann, Member-at-Large on the Luther 
League of America’s Executive Committee and Chairman of its Sustaining 
Membership Committee. Choosing a novel method of raising these funds, 
Miss Gartelmann had her Savannah Leaguers make money bags of vari- 
colored cloth and distribute them to the Leaguers of Georgia-Alabama. An 
original slogan, “Fifty Coins for Fifty Years,” was the inspiration of the 
intensive effort which lasted but two weeks. 


The amount raised ($335) was presented at the convention of the 
Georgia-Alabama Luther League, Marlow, Ga., April 14, 15. The photo- 
graph shows Miss Helen Kessel, representing the Georgia-Alabama League, 
presenting the large coin bag, which contained the gifts from each of the 
local Leagues, to Secretary Frease who represented The Luther League of 
America. The amount raised to date represents an excess of the quota as- 
signed by Headquarters, but Georgia-Alabama officers report that they ex- 
pect their gifts to total not less than $400 by the time all are sent in. 


Miss Helen Kessel presents Anniversary Appeal 
Gifts to Secretary Frease 


All of the other State and Synodical Leagues in 
Leaguedom should feel encouraged by this splendid start 
which Georgia-Alabama has given to the movement which 
is to yield $25,000 for the improvement and extension of 
Lutheran youth work in the next five years. Each group 
may choose its own method of raising their quota. How- 


and properly imprinted bags for distribution to those who 
wish to use them. In these days of manpower and material 
shortages the doing of such a thing on a large scale is 
almost impossible. It should be said, however, that Georgia- 
Alabama secured their own material, had it imprinted, 
sewed the bags and inserted the string, paying whatever 


ever, if a suggestion as to plan is desired, this one which 
Georgia-Alabama used so successfully is recommended. 


National Headquarters has been trying for some time 
to secure a sufficiently large number of attractively made 


was necessary to do so out of their own funds. Perhaps 
that would be a suggestion to some other State and Synod- 
ical Leagues who might be able to gather suitably-sized 
(at least 10 x 4) pieces of solid color cloth for the purpose, 
and then gather Leaguers for the making of them. 


tu reauouucement from Our President 


Dear Fellow Luther Leaguers: 


The Executive Committee of The Luther League of America made 
request of the Government for permission to hold a restricted convention 
(150 persons) July 12-16, 1945. The recording secretary has now received 
the reply from the Government agency. As President of The Luther 
League of America it becomes my duty to inform you that permission 
has not beem granted, therefore the holding of even a restricted conven- 
tion during 1945 is an impossibility. 


The Executive Committee of The Luther League of America is called 
upon to carry on the youth program even without the inspiration and 
guidance of a convention. You may count on all of us to do our very 
best to continue to improve our total youth program. As we plan we 
shall endeavor to sense the changes and improvements you would have 
authorized had the permission for the holding of a restricted convention 
been granted. 


A A 


ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER 
President 
The Luther League of 
America 


Let us all look forward in faith to the Jubilee Convention in Pitts- 


burgh in 194-X. 
Sincerely your friend, 


President, Luther League of America 
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JUNE, 1945 


x APATRIOTIC PARTY 


76 Social Suggestion For July 


2 i 


Invitation: 
“Tisten, my Leaguers, and you shall 
hear, 
Of a great event that is drawing 
near. 
Olid WAS pocopa of July in 1945 
Every live Leaguer will surely 
strive, 


To attend our party and spread 
good cheer.” 


SD aaWSs pee ke ote 


Decorations 


Red, white and blue streamers and 
American flags. Guests may be asked 
to bring historical documents or relics 
to provide atmosphere. Guests may 
come dressed to represent historical 
characters, and hosts may be costumed 
to represent Betsy Ross and Uncle 
Sam. 


Musical Mixer 


Players form a double circle with 
girls on the inside and boys on the out- 
side. Music: “Yankee Doodle.” Leader 
should teach the following words to be 
sung by the players: 

“Yankee Doodle came to town, 
ridin’ on a pony, 

Stuck a feather in his cap, and called 

it macaroni. 

Yankee Doodle step right up, 

Yankee Doodle Dandee, 

Yankee Doodle skip three girls and 

catch a partner’s hand-y.”’ 


In the center of circle have a player 
without a partner. When singing the 
line, “ . Skip three girls, etc.”, boys 
move up three girls in front of them. 
Center boy turns to get a partner. Vary 
game with girl in center and have boys 
on the inside circle. 


Historical Personages 


After the mixer rest the guests with 
this quiet game. Players are provided 
with paper and pencils. Leader an- 
nounces a letter. Each player writes 
the names of all the famous people in 
the history of America that he can 
think of whose names begin with that 
letter. First or last names are permis- 
sible. Leader decides number of let- 
ters to use. The longest list wins. 


Historical Acts 


After the players are divided into 
groups provide each with the name of 
a person or period in the history of 
America to be enacted. A leader pre- 
pared beforehand for each group will 
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By CHARLES L. MULLEN 


contribute to the success of this stunt. 
Suggested stunts: John Alden and 
Priscilla Dean, Washington Crossing 
the Delaware, “Spirit of ’76,’ Signing 
the Declaration of Independence, The 
Civil War, Penn’s Treaty with the In- 
dians, John Smith and Pocahontas, 
Paul Revere’s Ride, Betsy Ross, etc. 


Defend the Fort 


Use four tables, with six players to 
each. If more than 24 players, use 
more tables. Mark tables A, B, C, and 
D, naming each table for a famous fort. 
A cardboard fort with a flag is placed 
on each table. A different game is 
played at each table, as “Old Maid,” 
Dominoes, Checkers, etc. Game begins 
thus: Captain of Company A sends 3 of 
his players to “fight” Company B; B 
sends three of its players to “fight” 
C; C sends three of its players to 
“fieht” D; and D sends three to “fight” 
A. In fighting the battles three players 
play the game against the opposing 
three players at each table. At the 
conclusion of each game, players re- 
port to their Captains. If they have 
won, a flag is placed on their fort. At 


the conclusion of each ‘battle’ the 
players progress to the next fort. 
When the leader sounds a_ signal, 


games end. The fort having the most 
flags flying is the winner. 


Flag Quiz 

1. When is flag day? (June 14). 2. 
What virtues are represented by the 
colors of the flag? (Blue, justice; white, 
purity; red, life-blood of those ready 
to die for their country or live nobly 
for it.) 3. How many white stripes in 
the flag? (6). The flag’s nickname? 
(“Old Glory.”) 4. What is the fifth 
line of stanza 1 of “The Star Spangled 
Banner’? (“Whose broad stripes and 
bright stars.”) 


Red, White and Blue 


Players sit in circle with one player 
“Tt” in center. “It”? gazes around cir- 
cle and suddenly points his finger and 
says, “Red, white and blue—red!— 
one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, 
eight, nine, ten!” The person to whom 
“It” speaks is asked to mention a red 
object before ten is reached. If the 
player mentions the object before ten 
is reached, he is safe, but if he fails, he 
becomes “It”. The color used by “It” 
must be changed constantly from red 
to blue, from blue to white, etc. Do 
not repeat names of objects. 


ae ete, 
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Lincoln Penny 


Provide each guest with a Lincoln 
penny and request them to discover the 
following items: 1. A small animal? 
Hair (hare). 2. A snake? (Copperhead). 
3. A Messenger? (One cent). 4. A 
flower? (Two lips). 5. The edge of a 
hill? (Brow). 6. A Country? (United 
States). 7. A fruit? (Date). 8. Part of 
a river? (Mouth). 9. A beverage? (T). 
10. Yourself? (Eye). 11. A building? 
(Temple). 12. A submarine? (Under 
thems). 


Declaration of Independence 


Prepare following statement on pa- 
pers and provide each guest with one: 
“1, I (name), (address), do hereby de- 
clare myself free and independent of 
rs ON cctwr ies 2. The reasons for the 
aforesaid Declaration of Independence 
being, to wit, Jalna 
hereby resolve to 
Se On Gena es ” After each player 
has written of what he declares him- 
self to be free, pass each paper five 
times, and request players to read the 
paper each holds. 


Great Orators 


Players are seated in a circle. One 
is selected to stand in center of circle 
and make a speech, praising himself, as 
though he were campaigning for a po- 
litical office. (Much gesturing.) When 
a gesture is made with the speaker’s 
left hand, the players should shout 
“Hooray!” When the “orator” ges- 
tures with his right hand, the crowd 
must clap its hands. Any player who 
fails to applaud or shout ‘‘Hooray” 
must become the néxf “orator’’. 

—The Luther League Leader 


YOUTH SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 23, 1945 


Observe the Golden Anniversary of 
The Luther League of America 


Present the Program 


CHRISTIANS LEAGUED 
TOGETHER 


A service, clip sheet and poster will 
be available free, August 15, 1945 


Receive an offering for the War 
Service Program of our 
organization 
ORDER FROM 
The Luther League of America 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Young People’s Topics For July 


PLEASE NOTE! Luther, League workers who are now 
need an explanation of where the topics study materials are noy 
those 18 years old and over, both the basic and 
quarterly, is now printed in this place. 
School group. The Intermediate Quarte 


Beginning with the September, 1945, issue of The Luther League Review it is 
month appearing in the magazine which bears the dateline of that month. For e 


printed in the September issue. 
issue. 


tly Helps 


This will be accomplished by publishing only the August 
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V Trinity 
CHRISTIAN PATRIOTISM 


Romans 13:1-7 
By Rev. Leland H. Lesher, D.D., Lincoln, Nebraska 


@ Preparation 


If possible to obtain a matched set of flags— 
the National and the Christian flag—display 
them prominently at the front of the room. Be 
sure to use the flag in your decorations in 
some attractive way. 


As-a special feature the leader should ask 
two speakers (other Leaguers) to present in a 
couple: minutes each, a brief listing of some 
of, the attributes of our country that make us 
love her. Let another present some achieve- 
ments in history of our nation that have made 
her, a blessing to the world. (Her ‘“‘Good 
Samaritan” gifts when earthquakes, famines, 
etc., have struck anywhere in the world, for 
example.) 


Let. another list some weaknesses that need 
our prayers and cooperation in order to cor- 
rect them. (e. g., crime record, divorce, racial 
prejudice, imperialistic jingoism of some current 
leaders, etc.) : 

If you have returned Service Men and Wo- 
men in your League, especially those who have 
seen foreign service, they may offer helpful 
comments on impressions they got about our 
country, from other peoples—and from seeing 
her from that distant point. 


© Program 
Hymns: ‘God Bless Our Native Land” 
(363 PSH, 489 CSB) 


“America the Beautiful’ (365 PSH) 


“From Ocean Unto Ocean” 
(364 PSH, 494 CSB) 


Psalm 85 (Read in unison) 


Poem: “A Song for Our Flag” 
(To be read as a sort of salute to the flag) 


A bit of color against the blue; 

Hues of the morning, blue for true, 

And red for the kindling light of flame, 

And white for a Nation’s stainless fame. 

O, fling it forth to the winds afar, 

With hopes in its every shining star; 

Under its fold wherever found, 

Thank God, we have freedom’s holy ground. 


Don’t you love it, as out it floats 

From the school-house peaks, and glad young 
throats 

Sing of the banner that aye shall be 

Symbol of honor and victory? 

Don’t you thrill when the marching feet 

Of jubilant soldiers shake the street, 

And the bugles shrill and the trumpets call, 

And the red, white, and blue, is over us all? 

Don’t you pray amid starting tears 

It may never be furled through ave-long 
years? 


A song for our flag, our country’s boast, 

That gathers beneath it a mighty host ; 

Long may it wave o’er the goodly land 

We hold in fee ‘neath our Father’s hand 

For God and liberty evermore 

May that banner stand from shore to shore, 

Never to these high meanings lost; 

Never with alien standards crossed, 

But always valiant and pure and true, 

Our starry flag, red, white, and blue. 
—Margaret E. Sangster 


JUNE, 1945 


Collect: ““O Lord God of our Fathers, whose 
merciful ear is open unto our prayers, and 
from whom alone must come our help: Re- 
gard in compassion Thy people upon whom 
has fallen the scourge of war, that they may 
take to heart Thy righteous judgments, be 
sustained and comforted in all distresses, 
and be graciously delivered in Thine own 
time and way, from all threatening calami- 
ties; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our 
Lord. Amen.’ (‘‘Prayers in Time of War 
for Church and Home”’) 


(Additional prayers should be offered thank- 
ing God for the rich heritage that has been ours 
and His mighty blessings upon us as a nation. 
Let us remember to thank Him for worthy 
leaders and noble citizens down through the 
generations, and to pray for His blessing upon 
our President, and all others in positions of 
power and trust, that as a nation we shall be 
worthy recipients of continued blessing, and 
meet our responsibilities to our citizens and 
the world, in harmony with God’s holy will. 
These prayers should be free prayers—see Col- 
lects of National Thanksgiving in Parish School 
Hymnal or Common Service Book for sugges- 
tions.) 


@ Bible Readings 


Proverbs 14:34, 35. These two verses give us 
a guide for a nation and for its citizens. 

Acts 22:27. Here is a Christian who proud- 
ly acknowledges his citizenship, even in a 
pagan State. Paul was born a citizen at a 
time when that privilege might be obtained 
for a price by those who did not inherit it. 

Matthew 22:15-21. Our Lord here sets forth 
the two-fold citizenship we are to recognize 
and fulfill. It throws light on whether or not 
taxes are to be paid and on other responsibili- 
ties of the Christian to both State and Church. 

Ephesians 6:11-19. This is a program for 
improved armament that deserves the support 
of every Christian. How completely have you 
and I acquired such armament for our own 
use? 

Daniel 3:13-18. If as a Christian you meet 
up with an ungodly ruler who demands things 
that outrage God’s commands, what are you 
going to do about it? 

Matthew 17:24-27. Jesus recognizes practical 
necessity for taxation and the responsibility of 
the Christian citizen to cooperate with the 
State. 


@ The Topic 

This is both an old and a new topic. 
Old, because each generation knows 
that there can be no social program 
without the State—some form of gov- 
ernment. New, because each generation 
must learn to appreciate the State 
and the obligations and the responsi- 
bilities and privileges involved in citi- 
zenship. When we enlarge the topic 


renewing their activity after a period of inactivity will 

v to be found. All of the material for Young People 

the supplementary material, which was formerly published in the old 

The New Senior Quarterly carries the material prepared for the Senior High 
carries all the material for Intermediates. 


planned to have topics for a given 
xample, September topics will be 
topics in the July-August 


to Christian Patriotism, we have 
opened a theme that includes the broad 


expanse of life, i. e., our duties to God 
and to mankind. 


We are Americans. Let us be famil- 
iar with the serious plan and purpose 
in the minds of our forefathers who 
established this nation on a new basis, 
including the separation of Church and 
State. Neither is to dominate the 
other. Each is faithfully to perform its 
responsibilities for the mutual welfare 
of the race. Every Christian is ever to 
remember he holds citizenship both in 
the Kingdom of God as well as in the 
State; that both Church and State are 
of divine origin—that God has given 
them for the highest development of 
mankind, spiritually, mentally, physi- 
cally, socially. Each generation needs 
to learn this appreciation and to realize 
the price at which Christian patriots 
down through the ages have purchased 
and preserved the many precious privi- 
leges that we now enjoy. 

Loyalty 


Patriotism means love of country. 
True patriotism is not just so much 
“flag-waving” and oratory. When St. 
Paul said, “Love never faileth,” he 
certainly included love for God and 
country. It seems to me it is impos- 
sible to talk about being an interna- 
tionalist first, last, and all the time. 
It is just as reasonable as to regard the 
entire human race as members of. your 
personal family. Both take in too much 
territory. We are not so created, and 
therefore not equal to it. Patriotism— 
the love of country—is a worthy part 
of Christian life. We can have no hesi- 
tation in singing wholeheartedly, “My 
Country, ’tis of thee, Sweet land of 
liberty, Of thee I sing.” St. Paul said 
to Timothy (I Timothy 5:8) that he 
who does not provide for his own 
relatives and particularly for his own 
family, has repudiated the faith and is 
worse than an infidel. Our love for 
mankind must begin at home, but it 
must not end there. Our love for na- 
tions must begin with our own, and 
neither shall it end there. Both are to 
start at home and grow in ever-widen- 
ing circles. Sir Walter Scott asks the 
question: 

(Continued on Page 26) 
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VI Trinity 


CHRIST’S NATURE PARABLES: (1) THE SOWER 
AND THE SEED 


Matthew 13:1-23 


By Leroy Trexler, Columbia, S. C. 


® Program 
Hymn: ‘Lord Jesus Christ, Be” (314 PSH) 


Scripture: Matthew 13:1-23 


Prayer: Almighty and Most Merciful God, Who 
hast given Thy Word to be the revelation of 
Thy great love to man, and of Thy power 
and will to save him: Grant that our study of 
it may not be made in vain by the hardness 
or carelessness of our hearts, but that by it 
we may be confirmed in penitence, lifted to 
hope, made strong for service, and above all, 
filled with the true knowledge of Thee and 
of Thy Son, Jesus Christ. Amen, 


Hymn: “Thy Word Is WikesanC Zab Sry) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 1 (Page 33 PSH) 
Presentation of Topic 

Questions and Discussion 

Hymn: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast’? (121 PSH) 
Offering 

The Luther League Benediction 


@ Bible Readings 


Matthew 13:9. Buttrick, in his book on 
“Parables”, reminds us that the emphasis in 
the Parable of the Sower is not upon one who 
sows, neither is it upon the seed. But, instead, 
it is upon the hearer or the soil. And so Dr. 
Buttrick entitles the Parable, ‘‘The Parable of 
the Soils’, and shows how those who heard 
Jesus’ message were likened unto the various 
types of soils. The theme of Jesus’ words is 
then, according to him, “The Responsibility 
of Hearing.’ Let us see some of the attributes 
of a good hearer. 


Romans 12:1,2. A good hearer will be 
consecrated. Just as certain soils are selected 
to be used exclusively for a specific crop, and 
prepared accordingly, so also must the soil of 
our soul be prepared for the entrance of Christ. 


15:58. Perseverance must be 
his breastplate. If the third type of hearer— 
that which fell upon good ground but suc- 
cumbed to the cares and riches of the world— 
had had perseverance, then the temptations and 
the outside attractions would have been over- 
come, and that yield also would have been 
great. There was nothing wrong with the soil, 
but there was too much competition from 
without. With great possibilities—yet it gave 
way because it lacked perseverance. 


I Corinthians 


Psalm 27. A good hearer must have courage. 
Many, many times the Christian way is not 
the easiest way. It takes courage to hold fast 
to the mark and not be carried away by some- 
thing of the moment. If the hearer lacks cour- 
age, he may find himself ‘snatched away by 
the evil one.” 


Matthew 10:22. If the hearer be not faith- 
ful, he is like the seed which fell upon rocky 
places. On such ground, the rule is, ‘quickly 
come, quickly go.” Jesus on one occasion, 
warned a would-be follower against fickle en- 
thusiasm. If we accept the challenge, we must 
be faithful. And Christ gives us the promise, 
ns that endureth to the end shall have eternal 
life.’ 


Hebrews 6:11. The good hearer must dis- 
play hope. Surely there are tares which will 
make the going tough, but there must be hope. 
Hope never looks back, but points always 
towards the goal ahead. 


I Corinthians 13:13. 
spiritual gifts is love. 


The greatest of all 
The fruits of a conse- 
crated, persevering, courageous, faithful, and 
hopeful spirit is a loving soul. Had_ those 
hearers possessed this, Jesus would have looked 
only into one face that day 1900 years ago— 
the face of joyful submission ! 
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@ The Topic 
Introduction 


One of the most familiar of all para- 
bles is the one selected for our study 
today. Perhaps it is so well-known be- 
cause it is common to all three synop- 
tic writers. “Jesus had gone out of 
the house,” probably at Capernaum. He 
“sat by the seaside,” that is, by the 
Lake of Genesaret—the garden of 
riches. A great crowd assembled on 
the edge of the lake, and Jesus found 
it convenient to enter a boat and put 
off from the shore a little. And there 
“He spoke many things unto them in 
parables.” In the thirteenth chapter of 
Matthew there are seven parables 
which Jesus spoke—‘‘so many and so 
costly pearls strung upon a_ single 
thread.” The parable of the sower is 
the first of these seven parables of 
Jesus. 


As our Lord sat there and looked 
over His huge amphitheater, as it 
were, He could discern in the crowd 
many types and descriptions of faces. 
Just as one can determine the quality 
of goods by the touch, so also can a 
man’s character and personality many 
times be read in his face. Even our 
hands tend to betray our innermost 
secrets. Jesus was a great student of 
human nature. He knew, by the story 
written in their faces, how they would 
receive Him and His words. Perhaps, 
as He looked far up the hillside, He 
saw there men sowing their seed upon 
the ground. He was sure that even 
those “faces” before Him knew and 
understood the laws of nature regard- 
ing the planting of seed. And so He 
drew from that which was so familiar 
that which He might use to put across 
a truth or a lesson of which they were 
not so aware. Through this particular 
parable He was able to reveal or un- 
cover four distinct personality types 
or faces. Just as was the case in that 
ancient throng, so also is our Church 
and our Luther League composed of 
these same four types of “faces.” 


The Face of Indifference 


The first face which Jesus discerned 
was The Face of Indifference—dull and 
uninterested. “When anyone heareth 
the word of the kingdom, and under- 
standeth it not, then cometh the evil 
one and snatcheth away that which 


hath been sown in his heart.” Here 
not being able to understand is due to 
lack of desire, not an absence of abili- 
ty to grasp. These are those who are 
totally insensible to religion; they feel 
no real need for the spiritual. Yes, they 
were among the crowd—largely be- 
cause of idle curiosity, or to kill time. 
If there are Luther Leaguers who are 
“along just for the ride,” God grant 
that they may be awakened from their 
sleep of indifference before the inevit- 
able tragedy of being “snatched away” 
by the evil one. 


The Face of Good Intentions 


And then there is The Face of Good 
Intentions. What a familiar chord 
this strikes in the souls of us all! “This 
is he that heareth the word and straight- 
way with joy receiveth it, yet hath he 
not root in himself, but endureth for 
a while; and when tribulation or per- 
secution ariseth because of the word, 
straightway he stumbleth.” How true 
to form that we should set out eager- 
ly to do some task and never achieve 
our objectives because we are so easily 
discouraged, or else we just never get 
around to doing what we intended. 
With sudden, thin enthusiasm, we be- 
gin something which will never be 
complete. We must not let our League 
falter because we have failed to carry 
through what we started out so earn- 
estly to do. We must not be like the 
shallow soil which yields no permanent 
and lasting results. Be it resolved that 
we be on our guard lest our Master see 
in us “the face of good intentions.” 


The Face of Shallow Loyalty 


The Face of Shallow Loyalty is the 
fruit of the fickle soul. “This 1s he 
that hearth the word; and the cares of 
the world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, choke the word, and he becom- 
eth unfruitful.’ These are they who 
are earnest but undecided. While they 
seek salvation and Christ, they also 
wish for worldly success and have not 
resolved to renounce the one for the 
other. Among these “faces” there are 
great possibilities, for the soil is rich 
so as to yield a generous harvest. They 
are of high imagination and of deep 
passion, but they are not wholehearted. 
They are divided between irreconcil- 
able loyalties. Oh, how easy it is for 
us to find many, many things which 
conflict with our Luther League activi- 
ties. We cannot attend because we 
have other things to take up our time. 
Baseball games, movies, and the beach 
lure us from our duties in God’s house. 
Are you among the faces of shallow 
loyalty? If so, take heed to Jesus’ 
words, when He said, “Ye cannot serve 
God and Mammon.” 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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VII Trinity 


CHRIST’S NATURE PARABLES: (2) THE LILIES OF THE 
FIELD or GOD’S LOVING CARE 


Matthew 6 :28-32 


By Robert W. Koons, Gettysburg, Pa. 


® Preparation 


The service and discussion covered in this 
topic could very well follow a Luther League 
fellowship meal in churches where it is a cus- 
tom for Leaguers to have their Sunday evening 
meal together occasionally. The whole program 
could then be unified around the care of God 
as manifested in His provision of the food which 
they have just eaten, as well as in His many 
other bounties. ; 


The topic could be treated to advantage by 
one capable speaker. Or, as an alternative plan, 
assignments could be made from the material 
listed in the bibliography to three or four per- 
sons, each of whom would discuss his reading 
in the light of the interpretation presented in 
the topic treatment. For each point in the out- 
line of that treatment there is appropriate col- 
lateral material suggested in the bibliography. 


Someone from the League could be appointed 
to collect pictures from recent magazines such 
as “‘Life” and from newspapers, illustrating the 
effects of poverty, destitution, and starvation 
in our own country and in various parts of 
the world today. 


Either before or after the League meeting at 
which this topic is discussed, the Leaguers, as 
a group, should visit a textile mill, a clothing 
factory, an appropriate farm, a canning fac- 
tory, a bakery, a food distribution, warehouse, 
or some similar agency connected with the sup- 
ply of food and clothing. A visit to at least 
one, or to a number of these, will add mean- 
ing to the lesson. What the Leaguers see, 
however, should be interpreted in the light of 
their lesson—either before their trip or after 
it. Such a trip, of course, has values additional 
to those which will contribute immediately to 
an understanding of this topic. 


8 Program 


Aim: To appreciate God’s loving care for us 
and to help all people experience that care. 
Call to Worship: 


“The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever.” 
Hymn 248: “Praise to the Lord”’ 
Scripture: Matthew 6:25-33 
Praver: O Thou Who satisfieth the needs of 
every living thing—feeding the birds of the 
air and clothing with radiant beauty the 
flowers of the fields—we thank Thee for Thy 
never-failing care for Thy children. Seeing 
that we are of much more value to Thee than 
all else in creation, we pray Thee to help us 
trust Thy goodness with a faith which is as 
steadfast towards Thee as Thy loving care is 
towards us. May we not be overly concerned 
about fine clothing, and food, or any of the 
material things of life; but help us to seek 
first Thy Kingdom and Thy righteousness, 
knowing that all needful things shall be added 
unto us. And that this promise may be {ful- 
filled for all men, give us strength, O God, 
to spread Thy Gospel and to fight all the evils 
of men which interfere with Thy will in 
causing poverty and_ starvation throughout 
the world. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen. 


Hymn 233: ‘Lord, for Tomorrow” 

Psalm 145 (Responsively) 

The Offering 

Hymn 280: ‘We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
(During the singing of this hymn the offer- 

ing may be received) 

The Talk 

Hymn 255: “Praise Ye the Father” 

Sentence Prayers or Silent Meditation 

Conclusion : 

“Thy bountiful care—what tongue can recite? 


It breathes in the air, it shines in the light, 
It streams from the hills, it descends to the 


plain, . : ; 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 


JUNE, 1945 


Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail; 
[hy mercies how tender! how firm to the 


end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 
Amen.” 


Suggested Solo: “Consider the Lilies’”’ 

The hymns are taken from the ‘‘Parish School 
Hymnal’. The following are also appropriate: 
251, ‘God Who Made the Earth”; 297, ‘‘The 
Lord My Pasture Shall Prepare’; 219, “The 
Lord My Shepherd Is’; and, if the talk em- 
pha‘izes social action, 169, “Where Cross 
the Crowded Ways of Life.” 


© Bible Readings 


I Kings 4:21-28. This gives a brief picture 
of the luxury in which King Solomon lived. 
Later chapters tell of the elaborate temple and 
sumptuous palace which he built. ‘‘But even 
Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like 
one lof these 8” ‘ 

Palm 23. This is one of the most beautiful 
expressions of God’s gracious care in the entire 
Bible. 

Matthew 25:31-46. The responsibility for 
seeing that God’s children are clothed and fed 
and given drink lies partly with men—not whol- 
ly with God. Jesus will judge men in the light 
of this truth. Some will be rewarded and some 
punished. 

John 6:1-14. Jesus demonstrates the loving 
care of the Father by feeding the hungry multi- 
tude. It is important to notice that ‘there is 
a_ lad here” who typifies the cooperating role 
which man must often play in helping God to 
care for the needs of others. 

John 6:22-59. After His feeding of the five 
thousand, Jesus tells His followers of a kind 
of food which lasts forever. “I am the bread 
of life,” He tells them. This is the bread which 
must be sought first. He points the way to 
the Kingdom of God and to righteousness. 

II Thessalonians 3:7-12. Some people in the 
early Church went to the extreme in “taking 
no thought for the morrow.” They stopped 
working, and thus became a burden upon those 
who had to support them. Paul reminds the 
Christian that he must work to earn his own 
bread. 

James 2:14-17. God intends man 


to help 
clothe and feed his fellowman. 


@ The Topic 
I. God’s Loving Care 

Janet and Gladys had just come out 
of the grocery market, and Ken was 
with them, carrying a large bag full of 
the things they had got for the Luther 
League fellowship meal to be held the 
next evening. But they hadn’t paid for 
these things! Not that they for- 
got; surely enough, they had given 
the cashier the necessary money, but 
they really didn’t pay for the food 
which they were now loading into the 
Cais 


This sounds like a strange state- 
ment, but you will not be so much sur- 
prised by it when you understand that 
no one in the whole world can buy— 
actually buy—a supply of groceries, or 
even a loaf of bread, for that matter! 
And what is more, no one can buy a 


necktie, a suit of clothing, a dress, an 
automobile, a house, or in fact any- 


thing. 


And immediately someone asks, 
“Why not?” for this seems to be ab- 
surdly different from what we expe- 
rience in our daily life. The reason we 
cannot buy and pay for anything in 
the world is given in these words, 
spoken thousands of years ago by 
someone who saw the profound truth 
that “The earth is the Lord’s, and the 
fulness thereof.” (Psalm 24:1) The 
earth is the Lord’s, and everything in 
it He gives to His children, that they 
might use it in accordance with His 
will. Everything is a gift of God—an 
evidence of His loving care—and we 
can actually buy nothing. 


But what, then, did the Leaguers 
pay for? They paid for the services of 
men which made the various grocer- 
ies available for them. They paid the 
farmer who raised the wheat and the 
employees of the mill where it was 
ground. They paid the baker, the wax- 
paper manufacturer, the deliveryman, 
and countless others for the part they 
played in bringing God’s gift of a loaf 
of bread to the corner market nearest 
them. And the same is true of every- 
thing else which they “bought”, and 
indeed of everything which anyone 
ever “buys.” 


In a busy world which takes so much 
for granted and is often selfishly proud 
of its accomplishments, we need to re- 
mind ourselves again and again of our 
utter dependence upon God. This is 
what Jesus taught as He pointed to the 
beautiful poppies and cyclamens of the 
Galilean hillside and to the birds flying 
overhead. Man is as dependent upon 
God for food and raiment as they are, 
although God’s care and provision for 
man is even more abundant than for 
the rest of creation. “Shall He not 
much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith?” 


These few words can only suggest 
the measureless richness of God’s care. 
Following them, you, as the leader of 
this topic, must meditate upon that Di- 
vine care until you see its fullness and 
somehow feel singing within your heart 
as never before—with a new and 
greater meaning now—those words, 
“Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow.” For such Divine love must in- 
spire a response on our part. 


II. Our Response 

What shall that response be? As 
al:eady suggested, it must be one of 
overwhelming gratitude—a prayerful 
gratitude may be expressed. You will 
thing, but which is sustained through- 
out each day in our thoughts, our feel- 
ings, and our conduct of life. There 
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VIII Trinity 


CHRIST’S NATURE PARABLES: (3) THE VINE 
AND THE BRANCHES 


John 15:1-8 


By Rev. J. Benner Weaver, Inglewood, Calif. 


® Preparation 


This topic is intended to guide the learner 
toward a deeper understanding of what is 
meant by finding more abundant life through 
following Jesus, to help inspire feelings of love, 
trust, and devotion toward Him, and to result 
in an increasingly successful effort on the part 
of the learner to live in accordance with Chris- 
tian teaching. 

To this end two suggestions are made. First, 
that the topic be presented in conjunction with 
a bit of related visual education. Almost any 
nearby greenhouse or victory garden will sup- 
ply examples of plants which show the effects 
of insect attacks, broken branches, stunted 
growth, poor soil, and, of course, at least one 
specimen which is growing luxuriously and 
fruitfully. It would also be helpful to prepare 
a piece of stem on which a section of another 
plant has been grafted. All of these will make 
the relationship between plant growth and hu- 
man spiritual growth more vivid and clear. 

Secondly, since the truths which will arise 
from the presentation of the topic need to be 
preserved by being fastened in the learner’s 
emotions, it is suggested that an atmosphere of 
reverence, meditation, and spiritual communion 
be maintained as much as possible throughout 
the p-ogram. A picture of Jesus knocking at 
the human heart is quite appropriate, although 
any good devotional picture will do. Soft lights 
and candle light help to provide a spirit of 
worship. The learner should leave the program 
inspired and intent upon the successful appli- 
cation of this new spiritual truth which he has 
found in his daily living. 


@ Program 


Prelude (softly): ‘““My God, How Wonderful 
Thou Art” (191 PSH) 


Call to Worship: Psalm 95 (Page 41 PSH) 
Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour’ (236 PSH) 


Silent Meditation and Prayer, closed by leader 
reading Collects 31, 34 and 35 found on pages 
28 and 29 of PSH 


Scripture Reading: John 15:1-8 

Hymn: “Break Thou the Bread” (273 PSH) 
Topic: “The Vine and the Branches” 

Group Discussion on Topic 

The Offering 


Period of Meditation on the Topic and result- 
ing Discussion (Brief and conducted with 
lights turned low and attention of group cen- 
tered on devotional picture which is flanked 
by candles) 


Hymn: ‘Beautiful Saviour’ (184 PSH) 
The Lord’s Prayer 
The Benediction 


@ The Topic 

The people of Jesus’ time were very 
familiar indeed with the many vine- 
yards that grew upon the sunny slopes 
of Palestine. They had spent many 
hours working in these vineyards, pre- 
paring the soil, planting the young 
vines, caring for them, and finally help- 
ing with the harvest of the fragrant 
bunches of delicious grapes that the 
vines had produced. They understood 
the relationship between the successful 
growth of these vines and the laws of 
nature which had to be obeyed if they 
were to grow to produce fruit. So 
when Jesus took the truth from God 
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and conveyed it to His hearers through 
the illustration of the vine and the 
branches, they listened eagerly to His 
words because they understood them. 


Jesus Makes a Comparison 


Jesus told His hearers that just as 
the vines must grow and produce fruit, 
so they must develop healthy, well- 
rounded lives, that likewise would bear 
fruit of the kind that God desired. They 
were, He told them, very much like 
the grape vines in the vineyard, and 
then pointing to one growing close by 
He traced the main stem carefully from 
the ground where it had its roots deep 
in the fertile soil to one of the branches 
which was hanging low with thick 
clusters of grapes. Jesus said, “I am 
the vine, and you are the branches.” 
I have my foundation in God, and He 
supplies me with strength just as the 
soil supplies this vine with strength. 
Then He pictured to them the help- 
lessness of the branch if it is cut or 
torn from the vine, and its inability to 
produce fruit. “As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in 
the vine; no more can ye except ye 
abide in me.” “If you abide in me as 
the branch holds fast to the vine,” He 
continued, “then I will be a source of 
God’s strength to you and you will 
have a rich and a happy and a pro- 
ductive life, which is just what God 
wants you to have.” 


Problems Arise 


We are thrilled with the beauty and 
simplicity of the illustration that Jesus 
used, and we resolve that we will do 
our very best to attach our spirits to 
that of Jesus so that, like the vine and 
the branches, we can abide in Him 
and He in us, but all too often we find 
that all of our efforts meet with failure 
and we become discouraged. The trou- 
ble is that we fail to understand that 
if we are to grow grapes successfully, 
we must follow the laws of God in 
nature, and if we are to grow spiritual- 
ly, we must abide by certain laws of 
spiritual growth that God also has es- 
tablished. 


Fulfilling God’s Conditions 


Sometimes a gardener will take a 
branch of one kind of plant and care- 
fully attach it to the growing surface 
of another plant so that the fruit that 
results will have the best qualities of 


both plants. This is called grafting. 
However, unless the plants that he 
desires to graft have a certain natural 
relationship they will not grow to- 
gether and the graft dies. This is the 
same thing that happens when we re- 
solve to be branches on Jesus, the 
Vine, and we fail. The reason that we 
fail is that we are trying to graft two 
things together that have no natural 
relationship. 

Jesus represents the love of God, and 
purity, and truth, and_ self-sacrifice, 
but human beings are born weak and 
sinful and not at all as God would have 
us to be. So before we can success- 
fully be attached spiritually to Jesus 
we must grow into spiritual kinship 
with Him. In other words we must be 
ruled by a spirit that begins to resem- 
ble His Spirit. 

But, you may ask, what can we do 
to change ourselves so that we can be 
grafted spiritually to Jesus? The an- 
swer to this is found in the illustra- 
tion that is used by the Master. When 
the branch is attached to the vine it 
surrenders its independence in return 
for the strength which the vine pro- 
vides. The branch is so anxious to 
produce fruit that it must do this. In 
so doing it is fulfilling one of God’s 
laws. 


So then we, too, must surrender our 
selfishness and our individual whims 
and fancies so that God’s will and spirit 
may have free course through us. The 
theologians would say that we must 
be reconciled to God’s will, and they 
are correct in this. By surrendering 
ourselves to God, far from losing our 
freedom we achieve a freedom that we 
never had before, and our lives become 
happy and meaningful and worthwhile. 


When we have decided to live ac- 
cording to God’s laws and surrender 
ourselves to Him then we are ready to 
try again to abide in Christ and have 
Him abide in us, and if we are sincere 
in our desire, we will most certainly 


succeed. When these conditions of 
spiritual grafting are fulfilled, and 
God’s conditions are met, we really 


start for the first time to understand 
what life can mean. 


Dangers of the Growing Season 


However, just as the growing plant 
is beset by many dangers which 
threaten its very life, so our spirits are 
frequently endangered also. We occa- 
sionally permit the soil to become 
thirsty and impoverished because we 
neglect it, and then our growth is 
stunted. When we go for long periods 
of time without reading God's Word 
and without developing our daily com- 
panionship with Him, our spirits lack 
that nourishment which is necessary to 
their growth. Sometimes we allow 


(Continued on Page 28) 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


eg Gey FOR SUNY 990) 5 4s 


IX Trinity 


CHRIST’S NATURE PARABLES: (4) THE PEARL 
OF GREAT PRICE 


Matthew 13:45, 46 


By Richard Hoefler, Springfield, Ohio 


@ Program 

Prelude 

Hymn: ‘‘My Hope Is Built’? (222 PSH) 
Psalm 24 (Read responsively—Page 34 PSH) 
Gloria Patri (Sung) 


The Lesson: Matthew 13:45, 46 
Prayer 
Hymn: “Christian, Dost Thou’’ (296 PSH) 


Presentation of the Topic 

Questions for Discussion 

Summary of the Discussion: This should be 
presented by a thoroughly competent person 
appointed in advance for this service. 

The Offering 

Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: ‘Saviour, Again To Thy’ (320 PSH) 

The Benediction 


® Bible Readings 


John. 14:31-34. This is 
sents His commandment of 
commandment. 

Luke 16:1-13. Jesus shows His disciples by 
the story of the unjust steward that man must 
decide which master he is to serve, mammon 
or God; you can not serve them both. 

Matthew 19:21. Jesus tells man how to 
strive for the perfect. 

Mark 12:41-44. Jesus shows that it does not 
take much to be a Christian but it takes all 
you ‘have. 

Matthew 16:26. Christ points out the su- 
preme value of the soul. 


where Jesus pre- 
love as the new 


Matthew 5:12. The Great Reward of 
Heaven. 
‘@ The Topic 


The Pearl of Great Price 

Man has from earliest times had an 
innate fascination for rare and unusual 
gems. And the aristocrat of them all 
has been the pearl. From the jeweled 
caskets of Egypt's Ptolemies to the 
Mound-builders of North America the 
first jewel mentioned in the most an- 
cient decipherable writings has been 
the pearl. 

There is said to be a word meaning 
pearl in the Chinese dictionary four 
thousand years old; and in India the 
pearl has always been used as the 
symbol of renown, royalty, and rare 
beauty. 

Pearls have served many purposes. 
It is said that Cleopatra was fond of 
a drink made by dissolving pearls in 
an acid such as vinegar, and that the 
Emperor Claudias wrote that he liked 
the delicious flavor of such a beverage. 
However, present day scientists doubt 
the possibility of such a drink. 

The pearl has been used by sacred 
authors as the emblem of whatever 
was excellent and difficult to obtain. 
They entered into the list of precious 
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materials used in the construction of 
the Celestial City whose twelve gates 
were made of pearl. 


Marco Polo informs us that the King 
of Malabar each night counted his 
prayers upon a string of one hundred 
and four large pearls. 


Other writers, like Shakespeare, Mil- 
ton, Moore, and Scott, have selected 
the pearl as the queen of gems, and 
used it for majestic, rhetorical effect. 


Babylonians, Persians, Egyptians, 
Greeks, Romans, and the barbaric 
northerners consecrated the pearl to 
their divinities, and with them adorned 
the c-owns of their rulers. Evidently 
the ancients valued them as the choic- 
est productions of the earth. 


And so it is no wonder that when 
Jesus was seeking for something to 
liken unto the Kingdom of Heaven, 
He chose the pearl—the choicest pro- 
duction of the earth. The pearl of 
great price for which man has always 
striven was used by Jesus to illustrate 
the excellent, the rare, and the cher- 
ished, the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Now just what is the Kingdom of 
Heaven? How is it likened unto the 
pearl of great price? 


The Kingdom of Heaven or the 
Kingdom of God, as it is sometimes 
called, is the reign of love in the life 
of the individual and society. It is not 
something apart from this earth, or 
“out of this world,’ but it is something 
in the here and now, an ever present 
experience, a treasure, a pearl as it 
were, buried in our own back yard, 
and all we have to do is go out and 
dig it up. 


The Kingdom of God is like the lit- 
tle violets growing wild along the road- 
side of life, and all we have to do is 
kneel down and pick them. And even 
though they are within reach of every- 
one of us, they are still rare, they are 
pearls of great price. Because we are 
so interested in bigness and in the glit- 
tering cheapness of materialistic goals, 
blossoming high above our heads, we 
often miss the little violets of the 
Kingdom of God growing wild about 
our feet. 

The Kingdom of God is the simple 
answer to our confused and compli- 
cated problems of life. But we, the 
mode:n generation, are so interested in 
the price of the object, that we forget 


about the value. We find ourselves in 
the position of the rich young ruler, 
who wants the Kingdom of God but 
cannot pay the price. 

Luccock says, “It does not take 
much of a man to be a Christian, but 
it takes all there is of him.” 

Truly, that is the price we must pay 
We must give up everything which 
hinders Christ from working in our 
lives. We must throw open our hearts 
to Christ and let Him enter in and 
rule. It is a great price but think of 
the value—think of the pearl, which 
will be ours. 


Strength—the power of manhood, 
when he is working for the right and 
fighting for the true. 


Courage—the faith of .the soldier 
who realizes his Leader has overcome 
the world, has conquered death with 
life, and eternally rules with love. 


Security—the knowledge that Jesus 
Christ is at our side, a very present 
help in trouble, a Rock in the storm of 
life, a Friend and Companion forever. 


Is this not worthy of the price? 
Could anything we ever pay be worthy 
of the value? No, the Kingdom of 
God, then, is more of a gift. It is an 
opportunity which we must make a 
reality by giving it our all. Remember 
that when the merchant found the 
pearl, it was his only to look at and in 
order to possess it he had to sell all 
that he had. Many Christians today 
are content only to look at the pearl. 
They willingly acknowledge the values 
of believing in Christianity, but they 
are not willing to pay the price of liv- 
ing it. Yet at the same time we have 
been wasting our energies, spending 
our all, following false gods and search- 
ing for worthless jewels. For we live 
in a materialistic age where we de- 
pend upon wealth and technology to 
govern our lives. 


The world has become mechanized 
not only for life but for death. Man 
has established vast industrial organi- 
zations to provide him with mass pro- 
duced objects of pleasure and security, 
only to find that these same organiza- 
tions produce the implements of war 
which destroy his security. 


We, the youth, are educated not only 
for life but for death. Man, because 
he has gone his merry way unguided 
by spiritual truths, has lost almost all 
of his inner worth. He is now only a 
cog in an impersonal machine or a 
number in the military draft. The mar- 
velous achievements of science and tech- 
nology are false gods, worthless pearls 
—and have not given to man security 
and life but confusion and death. Life 
has become shallow and cheap. Values 
have been lost. 


(Continued on Page 29) 
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(Continued from Page 21) 


“Breathes there a man with soul 
so dead 

Who never to himself hath said 

This is my own, my native land!” 


Then he goes on to say that if you 
find such a man, watch out! 


Service 

Men asked our Lord about their du- 
ties to the State, to which Jesus gave 
an honest and_ satisfying answer, 
“Render therefore unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s and unto God 
the things that are God’s.” If this 
answer fails to satisfy, it must be be- 
cause selfishness is greater than love. 
We are afraid of our duties lest they 
force us to impoverish self! Let youth 
grow up determined to make their 
country worth living for, and then it 
will be worth dying for should some 
emergency demand that sacrifice. 


To this end, let us see that our sys- 
tem of education teaches a worthy love 
for our country. Let our children be 
given an honest knowledge of the Con- 
stitution and the history of our land. 
Let them understand its strength and 
its weakness. Let them be given a 
glowing purpose to correct defects and 
to strengthen its glories. Let us teach 
our children the merit of holding pub- 
lic office for the purpose of serving 
mankind constructively. There is a 
need for Christians so to love their 
country that they will seek, offices for 
which they are fitted. There is need 
for Christian patriots to vote for and 
support Christian nominees and office- 
holders. We have been far too unwill- 
ing to do both these things, and we 
have failed to that extent in service 
to both God and country. 


We cannot imagine a Christian pa- 
triot who was not himself obedient to 
the laws of the land, and also a sup- 
porter of law enforcement. There is 
no godliness in anarchy. Patriotism to 
a Christian means that whenever great 
issues are up, he will seek to discover 
God’s will through study of the Word, 
consultation with others, the experi- 
ence of the race, and his own consci- 
ence. Then when the issue is settled 
in the way that is prescribed by the 
laws of the land, the Christian patriot 
is in duty bound to support the deci- 
sion, even though he does not agree 
with it. Too many folks think that 
freedom of speech and freedom of con- 
science gives them the right to refuse 
to cooperate in anything or everything 
in either Church or State with which 
they do not happen to agree. Thus too 
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frequently both Church and State are 
handicapped by strong-lunged folks 
who too often are poorly informed on 
the issues at stake. Let us read again 
what St. Paul says in Romans 13:2. 
Let us remember that others besides 
ourselves, Christian patriots, too, may 
view the matter differently than do 
we. We may be wrong in our posi- 
tion after all! 


Good government is not an accident. 
It is the result of prayerful coopera- 
tion by a great number of righteous 
men and women. Every nation has the 
right to expect of its citizens what 
Wellington said to his troops on the 
eve of battle, “England expects every 
man to do his duty!” That staunch 
Lutheran-American, Judge James Hen- 
ninger, is quoted in these impressive 
words, “Before we defy constituted 
authorities in their field, let’s be cer- 
tain it is actually conscience and not 
merely vacillation, chagrin, umbrage, 
pride, or stubbornness that is dictating 
our actions. If conscience compels us 
to defy authority, then we must em- 
brace martyrdom,” 


A Greater America 


One of our lads, a Luther Leaguer, 
writes home about the precious mem- 
ories he takes with him as he leaves 
America for the battle front. He re- 
calls the many privileges and pleasures 
he has enjoyed. He closes with these 
significant lines, “Some day again—and 
I'll help hurry the day! Good-bye 
America for a while—we’ll help save 
you for us. You, back home, keep 
things as they are. My love will con- 
tinue for you and everything that 
means ‘home’!” 


My hat is off to every youth who so 
loves his country and so acknowledges 
his responsibilities and loyally seeks to 
serve for God and country. May we on 
the home-front truly work and pray to 
make America a better place to come 
back to and a nation God can use in- 
creasingly to bring His Kingdom on 
earth! 


Former Ambassador to the United 
States, Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, shortly 
before his death which occurred soon 


after he left America, wrote these 
lines: 


THE PATRIOT’S VOW 

I vow to thee, my country—all earthly things 
above— 

Entire and whole and perfect, the service of 
my love, 

The love that asks no questions: the love that 
stands the test, 

‘That sys upon the altar, the dearest and the 
Dest, 

The love that never falters, the love that pays 
the price, 

The love that makes undaunted the final 
sacrifice, 


And there’s another country, I’ve heard of 
long ago— 
Most de... te them that love her, most great 


to them that know— ‘ 

We may not count her armies: we 
see her King— . i 

Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is 
suffering— ee 

And soul by soul and silently her shining 
bounds increase, 

And her ways are ways of gentleness and all 
her paths are peace. 


may not 


@ Questions 


Can a Christian engage 
Give reasons for the answer. 

Is there one standard of conduct for political 
action and another for the other relationships 
with our fellowmen? 

Is there any essential difference between the 
Christian patriot and the un-Christian? 

What does the Christian patriot do in time 
of war? What does he do in time of peace? 

Can international relations be maintained on 
Christian principles? 

If politics is unclean, should a Christian: 
(1) wash his hands of it; (2) fight fire with 
fire; (3) fight hard but clean? 

Where public officials are corrupt, should a 
Christian citizen: (1) ignore the situation; (2) 
expose such officials; (3) feel released from 
obedience to them? 

What is your opinion of the much-quoted 
line of Stephen Decatur, ‘““My country, may 


in party politics? 


she ever be right, but right or wrong—my 
country.” Explain’ your answer. 
Carl Schurz wrote, “‘My country, if right, 


keep her right; if wrong, to make her right.” 
How do you rate this slogan? Why 


Should Christians seek public offices for 
which they are qualified, in view of the un- 
savory things sometimes connected with poli- 
tics ? 

What qualifications should the Christian seek 
in the candidates for whom he votes? 


Daniel Webster said, ‘“‘Whatever makes a 
man a good Christian makes him a better citi- 
zen.’ Do you think this is true or are the 
two unrelated? 


Because of your love for your country, what 
are some things you would like to see changed 
in America? What are some things you con- 
sider should be loyally preserved? 

What suggestions can you make about ways 
for the Christian to express his patriotism? 


@ Comments 


What can a man do more than die for his 
countrymen? Live for them. It is a longer 
work, and therefore a more difficult and a 
nobler one.—Charles Kingsley. 


What America needs most is the capacity for 
a sense of righteous indignation.—Anon. 


Patriotism leads men, to subordinate their 
personal wishes to the interests of society in 
which they live.—Lecky. 


@ To Read 


“Christian World Action’’—Nolde. 


Preamble to the Constitution of 
States of America 


History of the U. S. A. as given in any authori- 
tative work; Patriotic Poems. 


Current articles in secular and church papers 
on the Government’s concern for the religious 
welfare of the Armed Forces, work of the 
chaplains, etc. 


Current articles that deal with delinquency and 
the recognition of the part Christian educa- 
tion must play in maintaining the kind of 
home that is the best antidote to delinquency, 
juvenile and adult. 


For JULY 46 


(Continued from Page 22) 


The Face of Joyful Submission 

Oh, how the Master’s heart must 
have felt, when He beheld in that great 
crowd, Faces of Joyful Submission! 
Here was the soil which would yield 


the United 
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fruit worthy of the kingdom! “This is 
he who heareth the word and under- 
standeth it; who verily beareth fruit, 
and bringeth forth, some a hundred- 
fold, some sixty, and some thirty.” 
Someone has likened these to a sponge 
which, drinking in all that it receives, 
again expresses it for others. In these 
faces, Jesus saw hope. They are such 
as “bear fruit with patience.’ Mahatma 
Ghandi is reported as saying, “If a 
man would know God, he must be as 
patient as one transferring an ocean 
drop by drop at the end of a straw.” 
There is no “get-rich-quick” philosophy 
in the kingdom of God. We must be 
submissive to the will of the Father. 
We must open our hearts and let Him 
come in, and He will lead us home to 
Him. Faithfulness, consecration, cour- 
age, hope, love, and perseverance— 
these are all traits which make up good 
soil; which are reflected in the face 
of joyful submission; and which are 
the attributes of a good Luther 
Leaguer! We must so direct our lives 
that we provide good soil to receive the 
Word. And others seeing us will be- 
hold the face of joyful submission. 


® What Do You Think? 
What was the setting for the Parable? 


Upon whom does the emphasis seem to rest 
in Ae: Parable? The sower? The seed? The 
soil? 


Who is the sower, and what the seed? 
Name some attributes of a good hearer. 


How do you think this parable can be applied 
to our League? 

Do you think that even we as Leaguers can 
learn a lesson from this Parable? 

Which type of “‘faces’’ 
largest in your League? 

Can you improve the soil which goes to make 
up your League? 


which Jesus saw is 


® To Read 


“The Parables of Jesus’’—George A. Buttrick. 
Harper & Brothers, Publishers, New York, 
1928, pages 40-50. 


“Notes on The Parables of Our Lord’’—Richard 


Chenevix Trench; Kegan Paul, Trench, 
Trubner & Co., Ltd., London, 1910, pages 
63-86. 


“Commentary on St. Luke’’—Godet; vol. 1. 
Any other good commentary. 
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are at least three ways in which such 
graittude may be expressed. You will 
doubtless be able to think of more. 


1. In prayer. Our thanksgiving will 
rise to God from our thoughts, our 
emotions, and our lips in those very 
moments when we are aware of His 
goodness. And these moments may 
come while we are on our way to 
school, while we are having a good 
time, or in more quiet moments of the 
soul. We can pray to God at any time 
and in any place, as we wish to con- 
vey to Him the thankfulness of our 
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hearts. Surely no mealtime, for exam- 
ple, can pass without an expression of 
our gratitude. 


2. In a healthy unconcern for the 
material needs of life which will free 
us to seek FIRST the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness. Notice, it 
says a “healthy” unconcern. This does 
not mean that we should foolishly pay 
no attention at all to our daily needs, 
or even to future needs. We must be 
fed and clothed, and this requires that 
we cooperate with God in receiving 
that which He gives us. 


Jesus, in this teaching, did not mean 
that we should rest on an easy chair 
and let God take care of us. The birds 
of the air are on the wing from dawn 
to dusk, working to collect food for 
themselves and their young. Thus God 
feeds them. The flowers of the field 
are busily engaged in gathering mate- 
rials from the ground and in perform- 
ing a process known as photosynthesis, 
whereby their body is maintained. Thus 
God clothes them. So, too, we must 
“gather” what God puts at our dis- 
posal. And sometimes we must pro- 
vide for a future day when we shall not 
be able to “gather.” But of this fact 
Jesus assures us: God’s loving care 
and bountiful provision will never fail 
us! 

For that reason, we should not un- 
necessarily worry about where the next 
meal or article of clothing is coming 
from. For some people, the “making 
of a living’ is the chief business of 
life. Their first concern is for the 
material things which they need. Food, 
clothing, and a comfortable home be- 
come their purpose in life. Surely you 
know some people like this. 


Young folks often get started in this 
direction themselves by spending an 
amazing amount of time, thought, and 
money on the clothing they wear. They 
become slaves, in some cases, to the 
fashion which they tend to worship. 


In any case, we are taking “too much 
thought” for these things when it in- 
terferes with our quest for the King- 
dom of God and His righteousness. 
This is what we must seek first in life. 
It is to free ourselves for this quest 
that we give only necessary concern 
to material things. And that Kingdom 
and its righteousness are shown to us 
in the Sermon on the Mount, from 
which this lesson is taken (Matthew 
5, 6, 7). We must seek religious and 
spiritual treasures. Some of these are 
“love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance.” (Galatians 5:21,22) Medi- 
tate upon each of these separately for 
some time. Seek them first! 


3. In seeking to make God’s prom- 
ises possible for all. Obviously, not 
everyone is clothed and fed, as Jesus 
said in this sermon they would be. 
During this war millions of people have 
died of terrible starvation throughout 
the world. Countless numbers have 
suffered severely for the want of other 
material needs. You can see the hor- 


rible pictures of this in “Life’ and 
other magazines. And to a less ex- 
tent, there is similar poverty and suf- 


fering in peacetime. Was Jesus then 
wrong in teaching that the Father 
pours out His loving care upon all 
people? 

No, God’s care remains the same. 
But man often interferes with the 
working of God’s will and plan. Man 


often prevents his fellowmen from re- 
ceiving what God intends them to 
have. When employers pay wages 
which are far too low and unfair; when 
racial discrimination keeps the Negro 
from a job which he needs to support 
his family; when high prices rob the 
poor of the little they do have—then 
man is interfering. 


As young people, we cannot under- 
stand all the complexities of the eco- 
nomic order. But we can begin to un- 
derstand. As Christians, we must be 
deeply interested in the causes of pov- 
erty and need, and we must resolve to 
hight against such causes—by the 
opinions we express in our conversa- 
tion and publicly, by the way we vote, 
and by positive action. Part of our 
purpose in life should be to help pro- 
vide others with the needful things of 
life. 


Our fellowmen must be freed from 
burdensome need so that they, too, may 
seek first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness; so that they, too, may 
experience the fullness of God’s lov- 
ing care as He seeks to express it in 
every life. 


To help make this possible will be 
part of our gratitude for the Divine 
love which we know. 


© Questions and Comments 


Just how much concern for clothing, food, 
and a comfortable home do you think are right 
for the Christian? What should be the Chris- 
tian’s motive in this concern? 


In addition to those suggested in the dis- 
cussion of the topic, can you mention ways in 
which our gratitude to God for his care may 
be shown by us? 


What are some of the causes of poverty and 
starvation? How do you think the Christian 
Gospel and the work of the Church relate to 
these causes? 


Discuss the practice of prayer at mealtime, 
with particular attention to what such prayer 
should include. Perhaps some of the members 
will want to write a prayer for mealtime which 
could be used by the Leaguers or by members 
of the Church School. 


What do you suppose would happen to_the 
millions of people in a community like New 
York ‘City, for example, if no one “took 
thought for the morrow” in the matter of food 
and other necessities. Discuss the way in 
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which God gave His gifts and expresses His 
care for people in such a metropolitan area. 
What does it mean to ‘‘seek first the King- 


dom of God and His righteousness ?”” How 
shall all the needful things of life be added to 
us if we do that first? 

How does God care for invalids, cripples, 


mentally deficient people, and others who can- 
not work for their living? 

Why can we say that “Freedom from Want”’ 
is essentially a Christian ideal? 

Is it right for a Christian to worry? 

Discuss in detail what we actually “buy” 
when we acquire such articles as a book, a 
hamburger, a football, a winter coat, an auto- 
mobile, a home. What is God’s part in all of 
this? How can we develop a sensitive aware- 
ness that “every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Wathen sea o Clames 1e17)). 


® Poetry 


“The Lord my pasture shall prepare, 
And feed me with a shepherd’s care; 
His presence shall my wants supply, 
And guard me with a watchful eye.” 


—From the “Spectator” (#444) 
by Joseph Addison 
God, you have been too good to me, 


You don’t know what you’ve done. 
A clod’s too small to drink in all 
The treasure of the sun. 


The Pitcher fills the lifted cup 
And still the blessings pour 
They overbrim the shallow rim 
With cool refreshing store. 


You are too prodigal with joy, 

Too careless of its worth, 

To let the stream with crystal gleam 
Fall wasted on the earth. 


Yet many thirsty lips draw near 
And quaff the greater part! 

There still will be too much for me 
To hold in one glad heart. 


—Charles Wharton Stork 


® To Read 


“This Is Starvation !’,—Anonymous. °“‘Reader’s 
Digest”, December 1942, pp. 134-136. Few 
of us really know what starvation means. 
This will help us see some of its horrors. 


“Christianity and Our World”—John C. Ben- 
nett. New York, Association Press, 1939. 
(50¢). Chapter III, “Christianity and the 
Economic Order,’ will help one understand 
the social problems implicit in a study of 


this lesson. 

Bible Dictionary references on “Lily” and 
“Solomon.” 

“How the Mason Place Affects You’’—Louis 
Bromfield. ‘‘Reader’s Digest,’’ February 


1944, pp. 35-37. This article shows how 
man’s neglect of the soil can thwart God’s 


purposes to enrich it with provisions for 
mankind’s need. 
“Rebirth of an American Farm’’. ‘“‘Reader’s Di- 


gest,” September 1943, pp. 76-80. A com- 
panion-piece to the preceding article. It 
shows the cooperation of man with God in 
receiving the Divine bounties of the earth. 

Encyclopedia articles on “‘Food” and “Clothing.” 

“No Greener Pastures’”—Stanley High. ‘‘Read- 
er’s Digest,” December 1942, pp. 71-74. A 
picture of the famous Negro, George Wash- 
ington Carver, and the Divine inspiration 
which led him to help his people experience 
more fully the loving care of God. 


“Have We. Food Enough For All?”—F, F, 
Hill and F. A. Harper. New York: Public 
Affairs Committee, Inc., 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, 1944 (10¢). 

“Freedom from Want: A World Goal’’?—Eliza- 
beth Hoyt. New York: Public Affairs Com- 
Oe Inc., 30 Rockefeller Plaza, 1944 
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“Survive at Sea by Eating and Drinking, Fish” 
—J. P. McEvoy. “Reader’s Digest,” April 
1943, pp. 27-30. God’s care for man ex- 
tends to the farthest and loneliest parts of 
the sea. Man’s food and fresh water are 
Divinely given, even in mid-ocean ! 

“Unto the Least of These’’—Charlotte Muret. 
“Reader’s Digest,”? January 1943, pp. 64-66. 
How the people of Switzerland gave food 
and clothing to needy, refugee children of 
Europe. 

“The Home That Prayer: Built’—T. E. Mur- 
phy. ‘“Reader’s Digest,” October 1943, pp. 
49-52. This article shows how some or- 
phaned children were taken care of through 
the efforts of a Christian minister, and how 
his needs for them were in turn supplied 
through God. 

“Grace for This Day’—Margaret Lee Rune- 
beck. “Reader’s Digest,’ January 1943, pp. 
1-2. How one family felt a corporate spirit 
of gratitude towards God and was led to 
thank Him for their daily provisions by 
prayer at mealtimes. 
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weeds to grow so thick that they re- 
tard the development of our spiritual 
growth. Not infrequently we develop 
a number of bad habits which may be 
compared to the insects which attack 
growing plants because of what these 
habits do to the growth of our spirits. 
It would be wise for us to assume that 
the price which must be paid for the 
kind of fruitful living that we desire 
is eternal vigilance. 


Christ’s Opinion of Fruitless Lives 


Jesus never compromised with the 
truth, and concerning barren lives He 
spoke truthfully when He said, “They 
are worthless.’ The branches that do 
not bear fruit must be taken away be- 
cause they have no value. They are 
withered, and just as good as dead. In 
fact, in a vineyard the gardener cuts 
them off so that they won't take 
strength from the other branches that 
are preparing to bear. 


We recall Jesus’ disappointment at 
the barren fig! tree, and we hear Him 
speak again of the impatience of the 
owner of an orchard with a tree which 
should have borne fruit for several 
years but which as yet had produced 
nothing. Said Jesus, “Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.” 


The Privilege of Abiding in Jesus 


If you live with God as your Com- 
panion, as your Partner, doing His 
will, you can ask what you will. The 
greater your intimacy with God 
through Jesus the happier your life. 
When we empty ourselves of self, His 
power, wisdom, and love flow in. 
Through being grafted to Him our 
higher, better selves predominate. Jesus 
promises us happiness greater than we 
can understand if we will just abide in 
Him, and open our hearts to the love 


of God, and live fruitfully. This is in- 
deed the highest privilege that we can 
know. 


@ Bible Readings 


Matthew 17:1-8. Transfigured lives. The 
more we come to understand the truths that 
Jesus taught, and by which He lived, the more 
We see ourselves to be far short of the ideal 
person that He would have us to be. Discour- 
aging as the result must be when we compare 
ourselves with Christ, it is nevertheless a good 
thing for us to see ourselves in this light, be- 
cause it makes us humble and repentant. And 
this condition of being humble and repentant 
makes us more receptive to the love of God. 
Jesus’ experience on the mountain of Trans- 
figuration shows us what happens to those who 
seek God’s presence. We, too, can have His 
experience if we strive daily for clean lives and 
pure hearts. The more we seek God, and com- 
mune with Him, the more our lives are trans- 
formed into what both He and we would have 
them to be. 


Luke 2:41-49. An interest in God’s work. 
Jesus early in His life discovered that it was 
a good thing for Him to, be concerned about 
His Father’s business. In fact, the more we 
study Jesus the more we come to see that for 
Him God’s business took priority over every- 
thing else. No one can achieve true happiness 
in life without putting God’s will first and his 
own pleasure and interests last. There are 
many who try to imagine this to be unneces- 
sary until disaster strikes their lives. But the 
pleasure that comes from knowing that we have 
recognized God’s needs is infinitely more im- 
portant than our own, is indeed a rich and 
lasting reward. 


Luke 10:1-11. Becoming willing assistants. 
There was so much for Jesus to do that He 
alone was never able to accomplish everything 
that needed to be done. In addition to the 
twelve disciples who accompanied Him _ every- 
where, and assisted Him, we discover that He 
sent out at least seventy more to carry His 
message to eager listeners. Today Jesus has 
need of every pair of hands and every pair of 
feet, every voice, and every mind. There is 
more to do than ever before in helping to build 
the Kingdom of God here upon this earth. So 
He turns to us and asks us to help Him with 
whatever talents we may have. He needs not 
only assistants, but especially those who are 
so willing that they look eagerly for things that 
need to be done and then do them well. It is 
a wonderful experience to be one of God’s will- 
ing assistants. 


John 15:8. Being Faithful to our task. 
Jesus always insisted that unless our lives bear 
fruit we are not getting the most out of liv- 
ing. But bearing fruit is usually the last thing 
that a plant does, and the, hard job is to be 
faithful and patient and persevering until the 
task of fruit bearing is performed. It is easy 
to get enthusiastic about a new idea and start 
off in pursuit of it at a rapid pace, but it is 
hard to remain faithful when the going gets 
hard and we find ourselves tiring. But any- 
thing worth doing is worth doing well, and 
God’s tasks are certainly worth doing. The 
question remains then, do we have what it takes 
to remain faithful to the things that God gives 
each of us to do? In the life of Jesus, and His 
faithfulness to the work that He was given to 
do, we receive the inspiration that we need to 
be faithful to our tasks. 


_Matthew 13:3-9. Being receptive to God’s 
directions. If we think of the great truths of 
God, as they come from the lips of Jesus, as 
being like seeds which a farmer sows in the 
ground, then we immediately see the need that 
exists for these seeds to fall into ground that 
is receptive and productive. If our minds are 
hardened by selfishness, or made shallow be- 
cause we are unreceptive to stimulating ideas, 
or are so full of cares and worries that noth- 
ing else can enter, then the words of Jesus. will 
never bear fruit in our lives. Jesus said, “Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness’, and by that He meant that we should 
never let selfishness or laziness keep us from 
being receptive to God’s will for us in our daily 
living. 

Ecclesiastes 12:1. Having God as a Com- 
panion. It is possible for people to go through 
their entire life-time without friends, but such 
individuals are never very happy. True happi- 
ness demands that we share the fine things of 
life with others, and that means that we need 
companions. There is no finer or more wonder- 
ful Companion than God, and happy is the 
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young person who enjoys God’s companionship. 
It is good to know that we can share with God 
all the things that bring us joy and happiness 
in life. It is also good to know that in God 
we have a Friend Who will help us with the 
things of life that are not so pleasant. When 
He shares our sorrows and troubles the weight 
of them is lightened. And when He shares our 
joys then they become even more joyous than 
ever before. May we make Him our close Com- 
panion in everything that we do. 


Philippians 4:8,9. Growing more like God. 
It has been said that people come to resemble 
other individuals whom they admire or respect. 
There is undoubtedly some truth in this belief. 
We remember the story of the Great Stone 
Face, and the boy who looked at it so long 
that he finally came to resemble it. It would 
appear to be a good idea then to select some- 
one whom you greatly admire and respect and 
try to be hke him. But while our friends all 
have some weakness or other that we would not 
care to have in our own lives, God is perfec- 
tion. And why should we not grow more and 
more to resemble God, as we know Him 
through Jesus? St. Paul tells us that if we 
think on things that are true, and honest, and 
just, and pure, and lovely, we will grow into 
the likeness of God. What a wonderful com- 
pliment it would be if sometime our friends 
could say that even in some small way they 
see us growing to be more and more like Him 
Who is our Guide and Teacher and Saviour. 
The image of God is the image of holiness, and 
the finest thing that we could do would be to 
try to grow more like Him. 
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We spend our day stopping for “the 
pause that refreshes,” “walking a mile 
for a Camel,” or “watching the Fords 
SOM Dien 


“Heaven Can Wait” is the motto of 
the modern man. He is so busy living 
that he has no time left for life, only 
for death. And what is the answer? 
What is the way out for man? A 
radical change of attitude, a re-direc- 
tion of man’s energies into the build- 
ing of the Kingdom, by taking the 
pearl of great price which Christ has 
given to us and making it a reality in 
everyday living. 


Professor Whitehead of Harvard 
says that, “Religion is what the indi- 
vidual does with his own solitariness.” 
And so the Kingdom of God is what 
man does with the commandment of 
love which Christ has given unto us. 


Thompson in his book, “Legends of 
Gems,” points out that there is a 
legend still current that pearls them- 
selves become ill and die if kept too 
long from the warmth of the human 
body. For the pearl is not a dead, cold 
gem, but a living organism. How much 
of our present day Christianity has 
become a dead, cold gem? How much 
of the Kingdom of God has become a 
lifeless pearl, because we have not 
lived up to Professor Whitehead’s 
theory of action? We respect Chris- 
tianity, we admire it, we compliment it 
with our attendance, but we do not 
wear it, we do not put it into action in 
our everyday life. 
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Jesus Christ, if He is to shine to 
His full lustre, must be worn in our 
hearts today, tomorrow—always. 


His ideas are not old fashioned and 
outmoded for He dealt with the same 
human problems of hatred, intolerance, 
immorality, and lust that still exist to- 
day, and for which social man _ is 
searching for a solution. 


“A new commandment I give unto 
you,” says Jesus. New then and still 
newer now. “That ye love one an- 
other even as I have loved you.” How 
modern that is when compared with 
twentieth century psychology. How 
new that is in a world so lost in the 
darkness of war and all its destruc- 
tion. The patriot cries, “Give me liber- 
ty or give me death” only to find he 
had no choice at all, for he receives 
them both. For the only real choice 
over death is Jesus Christ, for He and 
He alone has overcome the world. 
Napoleon conquered the known world 
with the sword, and died a friendless 
beggar. Christ conquered the world 
with love and still reigns today. 


Nations have been founded—civiliza- 
tions have crumbled to dust—warriors 
have conquered and lost, but the pearl 
of great price has maintained its value, 
born of the Grace of God, nourished 
by the blood of martyrs, warmed by 
the hearts of humanity itself. 


Robert Browning has written a poem 
“Paracelsus”, wherein he writes: 


“Are there not, dear Michel, two 
points in the adventure of the pearl 
diver? 

“One, when a beggar he prepares 
the plunge. 


“One, when a prince he rises with 
the pearl.” 


And so in our lives there are two 
points of the adventure. 


One, when poor in spirit and soul, 
we prepare the plunge, and— 


One, when rich in experience and 
love, we rise with the pearl of great 
price and take Jesus Christ into our 
hearts and live more princely lives. 


@ Quotations 


One whose hand like the base Indian, threw a 
pearl away ; ; 
Richer than all his tribe. 


—Shakespeare, ‘Othello’, Act 5, Sc. 2 


Life is continually weighing us in very sensi- 
tive scales and telling every one of us precisely 
what his real weight is to the last grain of 


dust. , 
—J. R. Lowell, “On a Certain 
Condension in Foreigners” 


Worthy things happen to the worthy” 
—Plautus, “Poenulus”’, Act 5, Sc. 4 
small 


Great cannot be bought for 


sums. 


things 


—Seneca, “Epistulal ad Lucilium” 
Spis. XIX,' Sec. 4 


What costs little is valued less. 
—Cervantes, ‘Don Quixote” 


_ What we obtain too cheaply we esteem too 
lightly; it is dearness only which gives every- 
thing of value. 
—Thomas Paine, ‘‘The Crisis’’ 
(Introduction) 


The things are most dear to us which have 
cost us most. 


—Montaigne, ‘‘Essays” 


@ Questions for Discussion 


What is the 


Wh difference between 
price? 


value and 


If you were shipwrecked on a desert island 
and were permitted to take five objects with 
you, what would you take? Why are these 
things of value to you? 

Where shall we fix the responsibility for 
teaching ‘‘values’, on the (1) Church, (2) 
school, (3) family? If you believe that all 
should cooperate, which then do you believe is 
the most important and why? 


Do present day movies teach an appreciation 
of worthwhile values? Give examples. 


_If you were called upon to illustrate the 
Kingdom of God without using one of Christ’s 
examples, how would you do it? 

Name at least five ways in which you can 
apply Jesus’ commandment of love to your 
everyday living. 
_Is the present world conflict the result of: 
(1) a lack of values, (2) false values, (3) or 


has it nothing to do with values? Defend your 
statements. 


Can we by a peace treaty of World War II: 
(1) establish the Kingdom of God, (2) lay the 
foundations for the Kingdom of God, (3) make 
easier the building of the Kingdom of God? 
Since Christ tells that the Kingdom of God is 
here with us now, is, therefore, no political 
change necessary? 

Does the modern generation: (1) have a 
better set of values than their parents, (2) 
worse, (3) same? Give some examples. 

Is there any difference between the standard 
of values for young men and that for young 


women? If so, which do you believe have the 
better appreciation of value? 


® Books To Read 

“The Value and the Destiny of the Individual” 
—Bosanquet. 

“The Evolution of Values”—Bougle. 

“The Pearl Diver’’—Berge. 

“The Pearl Trader’’—Kornitzer. 

“The Pearl’—Cattelle. 

“Christianity and Social Problems’—Abbott. 

“Jesus and the American Mind’’—Luccock. 

“The Message of the Church to the World of 
Today’’—Kantonen. 

“On Being a Real 
(Chapter 7). 


Person’ —H. E. Fosdick 


YOUTH SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 23, 1945 


Observe the Golden Anniversary of 
The Luther League of America 


Present the Program 


CHRISTIANS LEAGUED 
TOGETHER 


A service, clip sheet and poster will 
be available free, August 15, 1945 


Receive an offering for the War 
Service Program of our 
organization 


ORDER FROM 


The Luther League of America 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Twenty-nine 


FINANCIAL REPORTS 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1, 1945 to April 30, 1945 


1945 DUES 
May 10, 1945 


Northern California 
Southern California 
Canada 
Columbia District 
Connecticut 
Florida 
Georgia-Alabama 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky-Tennessee 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Midwest 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Montana 
Nebraska 
2—New Jersey 
New York 
North Carolina 
Ohio 
4—Pacific Northwest 
Pennsylvania: 

Central Pennsylvania 

Ministerium 

Pittsburgh .... pote tence eet eee cence ees 
dla NIGAM abaoanoabopodouDDsesucdcgCd 
3—South Carolina 
Texas 
Virginia 
A UC MBE a TYE 7 ocumoldicie c.c.ote coho Gomi Ono o 
Wisconsin 


: Gift 
Quoc Faid Total Honor 
$79.00 League Quota Paid Loyalty Cont. Mem’! 
te Northern California .... $25.00 $5.00 $ 5.00 
$270.25 100.00 Southern California 50.00 21.00 5.00 $11.00 $ 5.00 
Ganada® Wirsectecto stots ehevers 240.00 77.00 50.00 27.00 
53.00 25.00 Columbia District ..... 20.00 
45.75 Connecticttts prec eee 35.00 6.00 1.00 5.00 
82.75 Blorid am spercrsrersteuneronerretoke 30.00 6.00 1.00 5.00 
221.25 71.25  Georgia-Alabama ...... 85.00 21.00 6.00 15.00 
106.25 Jil iver: & “Egor oes do oh 180.00 6.00 6.00 
114.50 Tndianay seaccrts cae eeiee 100.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
? POwa: Siissseasiscase sours ae 85.00 
IRanSas > cic cueie. seo loveraleiers ters 125.00 
60.00 Kentucky-Tennessee 50.00 10.00 5.00 5.00 
233.00 Maryland) eriteteccisristets/rere 275.00 27.50 10.00 17.50 
81.50 25.25 IMichiganieecttctertete cere 80.00 25.00 17.00 3.00 5.00 
140.00 Midwest wear 130.00 16.00 10.00 6.00 
140.50 Mintiesotamertenracsteeicee 80.00 21.00 11.00 10.00 
Mississippi! “Sijeceeie 15.00 
Montamaerciccletscre sieveree 15.00 
10.00 Nebraskans en eee 85.00 10.00 10.00 
INGWaeJlerSey, mistererellete close 130.00 65.00 20.00 30.00 15.00 
186.75 NES) Ine? SiGe “Son Ganoceec 420.00 86.00 30.00 41.00 15.00 
300.00 2—North Carolina ..... 520.00 544.00 160.00 314.00 70.00 
738.25 369.25 Ohio ce aries vane ers 300.00 42.00 25.00 7.00 10.00 
375.00 Pacific Northwest ..... 25.00 
Pennsylvania: 
29-08 oO Cnet eans eee 470.00 77.00 25.00 37.00 ‘15.00 
Ministerium ........ 800.00 151.50 25.00 76.50 50.00 
VST AY Sonasoweus 320.00 36.25 20.00 6.25 10.00 
1,112.50 1—Rocky Mountain 20.00 50.00 50.00 
309.50 154.75 South Carolina) i... 325.00 134.19 38.00 86.19 10.00 
22.75 EEXASHN hc crete, carter tetess 45.00 1.00 1.00 
285.50 Ae Woke Su oasooomogade 240.00 181.00 115.00 51.00 15.00 
43.75 West) Virginia Goce. 45.00 5.00 5.00 
228.25 114.14 Wiasconsimyascniccestaemor 25.00 14.00 14.00 
Tere . Manntoba) Seas. bicrorcie 7.00 5.00 2.00 
43.75 43.755 PS pecial Mee eee 10.00 10.00 
$1,479.64 $1,661.44 $601.00 $745.44 ~ $315.00 
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Total 1 
Total 12 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA - - 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - - 
Sgt. Paul Anspach 
Albert Anspach 
Jeannette Anspach 
Beverly Ann Anspach 


CANADA" == == == 9- = 
Rev. W. A. Mehlenbacher 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Linwood, Ontario 
Le eAs Gee Walker. Gan. 
Mrs. Gordon Eydt 
Mr. Lorne Hoffman 
Mrs. Grace Stremble 
Miss Lois Pelz 
Mr. Elmer Thorman 
Rev. W. H. Knauff 
Harry Stockfish 
Herbert Sohrt 
Elsie S. Mueller 
iPvitq Hlackbant.ea. le 
Jack Prueter 
St. John’s Luther League 
St. Peter’s Luther League, 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT 3 fe Se SS 
Theodore Tessman 


Memorialized by 
St. John’s Luther League, New Britain 


Total 33 


Preston, Ontario 


Total 2 


IMMOPNODVN SG 5 60S S ou BS Uke Y 
Alfred Wood, by Grace Luther League, 
Lakeland 

GEORGIA-ALABAMA SS 5 6 pei ©) 


Mrs. H. J. Black 
Mrs. J. E. Alberino 
IMirss luse Ben Betzer 


Thirty 


LL ELINO IS een eee LotalunG 
TN DDANA S- 9-0 tose e- ewe =n otal a2 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Corydon 

IOWA 

KANSAS 

KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE - - - Total 2 


Christ Luther League, Jeffersontown 
Pvt. Myron Luther Hull, 
Memorialized by 
Bethany Luther League, Louisville 


MARYLAND = =) =) == =n total 13 
MICHIGAN = 2 sme) =) oe Gee otal, 
Executive Committee, Michigan Luther 

League 


Ivan Miller, by Messiah Luther League 
Waldenwocds State Convention 
WOOD MOK Seog S sa So 6s 
MINNESOTA Sette ey Ss 

Bertram C. Becker, 
Memorialized by 
Reformation Luther League, St. Paul 


MISSISSIPPI 


Total 
Total 3 


MONTANA 
NEBRASKA - - - - - - - - Total 2 
NEW JERSEY - - - - - = = Total 37 


Mrs. Hans A. Spann 

Cpl. Edward H. Spann 

St. John’s Luther Jeague, Englewood 
NEWRY ORK ee nen To tale4 Ss 
NORTH CAROUINAG=— = 1-3-0 Dotales56 

Zion Luther League, Hickory 

Elizabeth Simpson 

Haven Luther League, Salisbury 


OHIO 7 7-7 - SB 29S Soc 


-) = Total 13 
Rev. Wm. Hackenberg 
St. John’s Luther League, Zanesville 
Susan Hansell 

Pauline Parish 

Donna Ferree 

Phyllis Garrity 

Esther Yohner 

Gene Powell 

Auburn Luther League, Springfield 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Central Pennsylvania oO ees 
Rev. J. Elmer Leas 
Rey. Gordon Folkemer 
Miss Marguerite Hess 
Lester M. Seiders 
Mrs. Lester Seiders 
Mrs. Elsie Woodward 
Arthur Thomas, 
Memorialized by 
Philadelphia District Luther League 
Ministerium ets ch ee os ere t les) 
Leaguers in Service, by St. Paul’s Luther 
League, Beaver Meadows 
Pic. Alexander W. Stewart, 
Memorialized by 
Hannah S. Stewart 
Sgt. Donald A. Stewart 
Hannah S. Stewart 
Mildred Aker 
Catherine Hollenberg 
Margaret Woodring 
Lucille Schmickle 
Philip Hoh 
Mildred Musko 
Dorothy Frisch 


Total 44 
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Jeannette Price 

Betty Vogelsang 
Emma Boyer 

Marie Baral 

Otto Pfefferkorn 

Rudy Grosskurth 
Margaret Grosskurth 
Margaret Demsey 
Rachel Zaiser 

Sgt. William D. Ritter 


GN AS Se Gs a os S Seylspl 
Erie Conference Luther League 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN tee =) Total’ 2 
SOUTH CAROLINA = = = = = Total 80 
MOONS S 2 6 6 9 6 sp 6 Ss 6 ANE al 
VIRGINIA Se ae otal 74 
WADE NARCIINIUN Goo o Ss 6 “hol ol 
WHSOONISIIN = 8 6 Ss 5 56 5 4 Gta ahi 
MANUEL © BASS i wenn en en Total 3 


In 


MEMORIAM 


THEODORE TESSMAN 


Memorialized by 
St. John’s Luther League, 
New Britain, Connecticut 


PVT. MYRON_ LUTHER HULL 


Memorialized by 
Bethany Luther League, 
Louisville, Kentucky 


BERTRAM C. BECKER 


Memorialized by 
Reformation Luther League, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


ARTHUR THOMAS 


Memorialized by 
Philadelphia District Luther League, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


PFC ALEXANDER W. STEWART 


Memorialized by 
Hannah §. Stewart 


YOUR PASTOR AND YOUR 
WEDDING 


(Continued from Page 7) 
Details of Rehearsal 


Strange as it may seem, there are 
certain superstitions which are often 
brought to the attention of the bride 
before her wedding rehearsal. It is 
good to remember that Christians 
should be above idle talk and supersti- 
tions. Follow through the rehearsal 
and the ceremony as your pastor sug- 
gests, remembering that it is the bless- 
ing of Almighty God which you want 
upon your home and that will over- 
come all superstitious fears. 


We begin the wedding rehearsal with 
a brief prayer for the couple to be wed. 
This sets the atmosphere immediately 
on a proper religious note. 


Then I ask for the license, in order 
to be sure that it is satisfactory. I 
keep it in my possession from the time 
that I receive it until I mail it back 
to the town or city hall after the cere- 
mony. At the rehearsal I tell the best 
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man and the matron or maid of honor 
that they must be sure to see me im- 
mediately after the ceremony in order 
to sign the wedding certificate or li- 
cense as witnesses. In some states the 
bride and groom must also sign the li- 
cense, 


Then I tell each person in the wed- 
ding party what his duties are, subject 
to the wishes of the bride, of course, 
who is the judge in matters where 
there is room for difference of Opinion. 
When the instructions have been given 
and all questions have been answered, 
we actually go ahead with the rehears- 
al, beginning with the ushering in of 
the bride’s mother and ending with 
the ushering out of the groom’s mother 
after the ceremony. 


Many of the details of the ceremony 
are more a matter of etiquette than of 
religion, therefore, when in doubt about 
what the proper thing to do is, consult 
some recognized authority on social 
usages, as Emily Post. The pastor, 
however, is the authority for directions 
as to how the parts of the Order for 
Marriage are to be used. He will give 
explicit information where it is needed. 


For example, where the wedding 
party shall stand during the two parts 
of the service. When church arrange- 
ments permit, the first part takes place 
at the lower level, at the entrance to 
the chancel; the second, immediately 
before the altar, to which the bride and 
groom follow the minister and are fol- 
lowed only by the maid (or matron) 
of honor and the best man. There, 
carefully instructed by the minister, the 
bride and groom make their vows, re- 
peating the words after him. Here al- 
so the ring ceremony takes place ac- 
cording to instructions. Then follows 
the solemn declaration that they are 
now man and wife. The pair kneel to 
receive the nuptial blessing from the 
minister and remain on their knees to 
the end of the Service. Prayers follow. 
The wedding party and congregation 
join audibly in the Lord’s Prayer. Fol- 
lowing the Benediction it is the groom’s 
privilege to kiss his bride. 


As the instructions are being given 
at the rehearsal, there are always 
questions. Afterward, I ask if every- 
one thoroughly understands his or her 
part and usually there are further 
points to be cleared up. 


Then comes the actual marching. It 
is usually necessary to do this twice. 
If the various members of the wedding 
party do their parts carefully at the 
rehearsal, they will easily remember 
what to do at the time of the ceremony. 
There have been various awkward slips 
at some ceremonies because someone 
did not follow instructions, but it is 
impossible to stop the ceremony and 
tell the person committing the wrong 
to do it over again, right! 


Your clergyman knows these various 
details about his own ceremony as they 
apply to and fit into his own church. 
There are differences, but here are the 
broad outlines and background of a 
beautiful, significant, reverent and suc- 
cessful ceremony, of which you can 
Say, even on your golden anniversary, 
“Didn’t we have a beautiful wedding, 
dear!” 

The Reception 

It is not necessary to invite the 
clergyman who officiates at your wed- 
ding to the reception. It is, however, 
a courtesy which he will appreciate. 
Many brides do invite the clergyman 
and also his wife, if he is married. If 
he is invited, he will enjoy coming 
when his other duties permit. 

At any rate, here is a suggestion! If 
you invite him, invite him at the same 
time and in the same way that you in- 
vite your other guests—by formal no- 
tice, by the spoken word, or by inform- 
al note. It is especially a reprehensi- 
ble practice for the bride, groom, or 
one of their parents to say to him, af- 
ter the ceremony, without any previous 
word about the matter, “You’re com- 
ing to the reception, aren’t you?” At 
such a time this may be done without 
so much as mentioning the place where 
the reception is being held. 


THE PARISH DEACONESS AND 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
(Continued from Page 11) 
principles and standards will they be 

challenging and of lasting value. 

Throughout our nation, parents, 
educators, church leaders, and youth 
are concerned about Youth. Extensive 
programs of many kinds are attempting 
to help youth to adjust to normal, 
wholesome living. Many have stumbled 
and fallen morally; these, too, are seek- 
ing and finding physical and spiritual 
recovery. 

A carefully planned Social program, 
guided by understanding, devoted and 
loyal leadership will be one of the 
ablest channels to help restore way- 
ward youth, and help them find their 
place in Christian environment as 
Christian young people. 

Nowhere in America is there an op- 
portunity for a richer and fuller life for 
American youth than within the Luther 
League. The noblest American young 
people are Christian young people. 

Luther Leaguers love to put on 
plays, give parties and suppers, go on 
hikes, wiener roasts, and hay rides. 
They love games and sports. 

Once in a while the Deaconess as- 
sists in the planning and together 
Leaguers and Deaconess weigh the 
values of all activities. They try very 
hard to have all their fun at their own 
expense rather than wreck properties 
or encroach upon the rights of others 
traveling and picnicing with them. 


Thirty-one 


MAKING THE CHOICE OF A 
LIFE-MATE 


(Continued from Page 4) 


young people want a life-mate who its 
accepted by both families. Bob wants 
his family to like Dolores. Barbara 
wants her family to like Steve. What 
other people think of their choice of a 
life-mate is regarded highly by young 
people. This goes for friends as well 
as family. 


The wisdom of others is regarded 
because every young person still wants 
to have a close tie with his family and 
friends. Marriage means a widening of 
the circle of family and friends. The 
parents welcome a new son or a new 
daughter when two young people have 


made the choice of a life-mate. The 
wisdom of others is important for, as 
said before, friends can often see be- 
yond the “blind spots” of a lover. They 
can often see things more clearly, and 
can often exercise keener judgment 
with regard to some of the finer quali- 
ties of life. If one of the first things a 
young person wants is to have his 
parents happy in the choice he makes, 


the second thing he desires is that 
friends shall remain friends and re- 


joice with him in his choice of a life- 
mate. Even if the choice of a life-mate 
is an individual and personal matter, 
it is much more involved with the 
wishes of parents, friends and family 
than most people imagine. After mar- 
riage one still wants to get along with 
the folks at home! 


ROANOKE COLLEGE 


Founded 1842 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


Co-Educational 


Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 


Virginia. 


A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 


Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. 
Administration, with shorthand and typing. 


Business 


New admissions in February, June, and September. 


CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


A strong Christian faculty—accreditment by North Central Association for 
past 29 years—thousands of successful alumni. ; 


DEGREES: B.A., B.S., B.MUS. 
Business Administration 


Teacher Training 


Physical Education 


Social Sciences 
Humanities 


Thirty-two 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE 
FOR LUTHERAN YOUTH 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


“The College of the Open Book” 


1. Christian experience and character 
Culture and refinement 
3. Thorough training for life work 


Stressing 2 


*Home Economics (for Smith-Hughes teaching) 
Music—including radio training 


Physical Sciences (5 major fields) 


COSTS—VERY REASONABLE 
Under new plan, four-year courses can be completed in three calendar years 


* Yes, you can prepare for Smith Hu 


ERLAND NELSON, President 
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Young People’s Topics for July: 


July 1—“Christian Patriotism” ..21 
July 8—“Christ’s Nature 
Parables hem. SOWetienie eer 22 
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BASIC PREPARATION FOR: 


Agriculture 
Dentistry 
Engineering 
Law 

Medicine 
Nursing 
Social Service 
Library 
Theology 


ghes Home Economics teachin 
at Carthage. All work fully accredited. : 


CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send for Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


One Hundred Years Ago 


Wittenberg College was founded to furnish a liberal education 
in a Christian atmosphere. 


It continues to provide for Lutheran youth a superior 
preparation for a useful and efficient life. 


‘ Wittenberg College offers a full liberal arts curriculum, 
including pre-professional and teacher training programs. 


Catalog and View-Book upon request 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


——SSSSSSsSsSs 


Hamma Divinity School 


(Founded 1845) 


An approved Seminary of the Church, offering a thorough 
course in all major branches of theology. 


Fully accredited by the Association of American 
Theological Scsools. 


A strong faculty, a large library, cultural advantages, and 
opportunities for clinical experience. 


For catalogue or other information, address: 


DEAN E. E, FLACK or PRESIDENT R. E. TULLOSS 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Derrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


MARION 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 

Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 

Very reasonable expenses 


For Catalogue, write Jas. C. Kinard, Pres. 


COLLEGE 


MARION, VIRGINIA 
JUNIOR COLLEGE OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 


in the Blue Grass Section of Southwestern Virginia 


—FIRST TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE WORK 
—LAST TWO YEARS OF HIGH SCHOOL WORK 


Liberal Arts 
General Cultural 
Education 

Home Economics 


Pre-Nursing 


Home Atmosphere 


Pre-Social Work 
Pre-Library Science 


Pre-Technician 


Pre-Journalism 
Merchandising 

Business Education 
Dramatic Art and Speech 
Music 


Reasonable Rates 
BOX L, MARION, VIRGINIA 


et The Book You Always Wanted | 


HEN LEAL MV 


AN IDEAL GIFT 


Surprisingly Ditterent 


For pasting and preserving your memories of Luther League Trips, Conventions, Socials 
and Other Gala Occasions. Newspaper Clippings and New Ideas can 
be fittingly saved in this Memory Book 


PRINTED WORDS CANNOT CONVEY TO YOU THE 
MARVELOUS BEAUTY OF THIS MEMORY BOOK 


wih 

Seventy-five leaves of heavy, durable cover stock. Ten additional pages of Buff Ledger Paper for writing of 
autographs. Outside cover is Nine and One-half inches wide by Sixteen inches long. It is made of beautiful imita- 
tion brown leather, over heavy binder’s board. Lettering and Luther League Seal in gold are beautifully em- 
bossed as seen in the illustration. The whole book is tied together with a Twenty-four inch cord and tassel, made 
in the five Luther League Colors—Black, Red, White, Blue and Gold. Title page is specially printed for identifi- 
cation. Boxed in green box and securely packed for shipment. And the price is only $5.00, postpaid and insured, 
east of the Mississippi River ($5.50 west of the Mississippi River). Unless check or money order accompanies your 
order, book will be shipped C. O. D. with postal charges added. 


AN IDEAL AND APPROPRIATE GIFT FOR YOUR PASTOR, 
DEACONESS or LUTHER LEAGUE PRESIDENT 


Designed and For Sale only by 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


